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ANTINOMIANISM 


ö r | | 
„ INMASKED any REFUTED. 
| . — — ————— ———_—_— _—— 
Jy 
( i What think, ye of Cur1sT? Matt. xxii. 42. 


O all the queſtions which it is poſſible to pro- 
portant; upon the right knowledge of the Lord 


Jesus CRIST, depends the happineſs and ſalvation 


of men, „This is life eternal to know thee the 

only true God, and Jesus CnrrsT whom thou haſt 

* ſent,” John xvii. 3. If our acquaintance. with 
lite literature and the ſciences 1s deficient, our 
toſs will be trivial. If we are miſtaken, or even 
deceived in ſuch matters, the miſtake or deception 


vill not be attended with much danger or damage; 
but a deficiency, a miſtake, a deception in the 


knowledge of the Lord Jzsus CaR1sT, cannot but 


Eternity hangs upon it. D 


be accompanied by the moſt fatal conſequences. 


poſe to mankind, this is one of the moſt im- 


3 [4 ) 
= What ſuperabounding graticude ought ta dwell 
* i. our hearts, and numberleſs thanks flow from our 
lips to the infinite God, ſor the ineſtimable preſent 

F he has made us of his BIBIE; the ſum and ſub- 
ſtance of which is, a divine revelation of the glo- 

rious pe: ſon, and the exalted character of the Lok 

=» Jesus CHR18T, as God's ſalvation to the ends of 
the earth. © Search the ſcriptures,” faith the lip 
of truth, © for in them ye think ye have eternal 


CL life, and they are they that teſtify of me,” John v. 
"FS 39. And he ſaid, it is a light thing that thou 
* ſhouldeſt be my ſervant, to raiſe up the tribes of 


Jacob, and to reſtore the preſerved of Iſracl WW Il 

alſo give thee for a light to the Gentiles, t TIN 5 
mayeſt be my ſalvation unto the end of the carth,“ 
Iſa. xlix. 6. Here ariſes a grand queſtion ; What 
do the ſcriptures teſtify or reveal concerning the 
* and character of the Lox Dp Jesvs Curisrt ? 
ith the divine aſſiſtance I purpoſe to conſider this 
4 queſtion, and when it is reſolved, to enquire in the 
ſecond place, what men think of CarIsT ; which 
will naturally lead me to conſider a few capital 
errors which are abroad in the world, and efpccially 
tmhoſe Antinomian tenets which in the preſent day 
1 are gaining ground in many places, to the diſno- 
nour of the goſpel and the ruin of ſouls; and to 
demonſtrate by the help of God, from the word of 
God and reaſon, the fallacy and danger of theſe 
tenets. And then I mean to conclude in the third 
place with an addreſs to my readers, founded upon 

the foregoing remarks. 


* - 


In the firſt place then, What do the Scriptures 
teſtity concerning the [glorious perſon and exalted 
character of the Lon p Jesvs Cukisr ? 


* 


27 
I. The ſcriptures teſtify of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


that he is, and was, from eternity, one perſon, in 
the ever bleſſed and glorious Trinity, the SELv- 
EXISTENT. God, poſſeſſing his being in and of him- 
ſelf alone, equally omnipotent, onmiſcient, omni- 
preſent, eternal and inſinite as the other two ador- 
able perſons in the triunz Deity. © Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever,” Heb. i. 8. Thus 
faith the Lord, the King of Iſrael, and his Re- 
deemer, the Lord of hoſts; I am the firſt, and lam 
the laſt, and beſide me there is no God,”* Ifa. xliv. 
6. „I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the ending, ſaith the Lord, which is, and which 


was, and which is to come, the Almighty.” Rev. i. 8, 


II. The ſcriptures teſtify of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that he is alſo Man. There is © one Mediator be- 
tween God and men, the Man Chriſt Jeſus,“ 1 Tim. 


ii. and v. „ And likewiſe that he is God-man, 


mediator ; God was manifeſt in the fleſh,” 1 Tim, 
lit. 16, « Of whom, as concerning the FLasn, 
CaRrIsT came, who is over all, God bleſſed forever, 
Amen,“ Rom. ix. 5. And this man ſhall be the 
peace,” Micah v. 5. Having made peace through 
the blood of his croſs, Col. 1. 20. It is the work of 


a Mediator to make peace; and the ſcriptures teſtify 


that Chriſt hath done it. 


III. The ſcriptures teſtify of the Lord Jeſus, that 
he is the REDEEMER of all the elect people of God. 
« Thy Redeemer, the holy one of Iracl,” Ifa. liv. 5. 
« lay down my life for the ſheep,” John x. 15. 


« We have redemption through his blood, Eph. i. 7. 
IV. The ſcriptures teſtify of the Lord Jeſus, g | 


he is the great TP of the Church. „I will 
raiſe them up a prap 


et from among their brethren, 
B 2 like 


E * 


like unto thee, and will put my word in his mouth, 
and he ſhall ſpeak unto them all that I ſhall com- 
mand him; and it ſhall come to paſs, that whoſo- 
ever will not hearken to my words, which he ſhall 
ſpeak in my name, I will require it of him,” Deut. 
Xviii. 18, 19. This is my beloved Son, hear him,” 
Luke ix. 35. For I have not ſpoken of myſelf, 


but the Father which ſent me, he gave me a com- 


mandment what I ſhould ſay, and what I ſhould 
peak,“ John xii. 49. 


V. Theſcriptures teſtify of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 

that he is a PRIEST. The Lord hath ſworn, and 
will not repent: Thou art a Prieſt for ever, after 
the order of Melchiſedec,” Pſalm cx. 4. The 
High Prieſt of our profeſſion : Chriſt Jeſus,” Heb. 
Hi. 1. „For ſuch an High Prieſt became us, who 
is holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners,” 
-Heb. vi. 26. dans: FR 


VI. The ſeriptures alſo ſpeak of the Lord Jeſus 
under the dignified character of a King. © Yer 
have I ſet my King upon my holy hill of Zion,” 


Pfalm ii. 6. © Who is the bleſſed and only Poten- 


tate, the King of kings and Lord of lords,” 1 Tim. 


vi. 15. and the Lord God ſhall giye unto him the 


throne of his father David, and he ſhall reign over 


the houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom 


there ſhall be no end,” Luke i. 32, 33. 


VII. He is declared to be the juſtifying righte- 
ouſneſs of his people. This is his name whereby 
he fhall be called, Jenovan our Ricnteousness,” 
Jer. xxiii. 6. © In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of 
he be juſtified, and ſhall glory, Ifa. xlv. 25. 
He is made unto us of God * wiſdom, and righ- 
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te5uſmeſs, and * ſanctification; and redemption,” 
1 Cor. i. 30. 


Theſe are ſome of the grand leading character- 
iftics of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but they are crowned 


by another equally ſublime, and to conſtitute which 


all the foregoing are abſolutely neceſſary; He is, 


VIII. A Savtour. © For unto you is born this 
day, in the eity of David, 4 Saviour, which is 
Chriſt the Lord, Luke ii. 11. © And thou ſhalt 
call his name Jesus, for he ſhall /ave his people 


ram their ſins, Matt. i. 21. | 


* 


The grand declaration of the ſcriptures then, 
concerning the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is, that he is in- 


- deed Immanuel, God with us, God-man, mediator, 


making peace between God and man ; a Redeemer, 
a Prophet, a Prieſt, a King, the wiſdom, righte- 
ouſneſs and ſancti fication of his people; in order 
that he may become their Jesvs, their Saviour; and 
the falvation with which he ſaves them, the ſcrip- 
tures expreſsly declare to be a SALVATION FROM 
SIN. © He ſhall ſave his people from their\ins.” 
Sin is the greateſt of all evils: Where ſhall 1 
find a tongue to expreſs, or a pen to deſcribe the 
evil of fin? If we look bick to a world ovet- 
whelmed with waters, or to cities deſtroyed by 
ſhowers of fire, it we look around to the number- 
leſs miſeries human nature is ſubject to, and con- 
tinually ſurrounded with, we may learn a little of 
the evil of ſin, if we conſider the innumerable mil- 
lions of angels and men cternally ſeperated from 


God, from holineſs and happineſs, and conſigned 


over to blackneſs of darkneſs tor ever; we may well 

tonclude, that the cauſe oft ſuch effects muſt be the 

greateſt of all evils, and that therefore the evil of ſin 
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conceive of it; and language to paint it with any 
degree of propricty. How delightful then, to a 
ſinner's ears, who is truly ſenſible of the evil of ſin, 
muſt this grand declaration of the goſpel be, “ His 
name ſnall be called Jefus, for he ſhall ſave his 
people from their fins.” This ſalvation, I appre- 
hend, may be confidered in five views. 

Firſt, It is a falvation from the guilt of ſin. © We 
have redemption in his blood, the forgiveneſs of 
our ſins,” Eph. i. 7. 

Secondly, From the condemnation of ſin. © There 
is no condemnation to them who are in Chriſt 
Jeſus,” Rom. viii. 1. [ER 

Thirdly, From the lobe of fin. “ For I delight in 
the law of God after the inward man, Rom. vii. 22. 

Fourthly, From the power of ſin. © Sin ſhall 
not have dominion over you,“ Rom. vi. 14. 

Fifthly, „From the nature and being of ſin,“ 
Eph. v. 2, 7. 

Thus the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſaves his people from 
ſin, with a complete ſalvation, and this is the ſal- 
vation which his people deſire, and which every 
one of them ſhall be made partaker of; and what- 
ever does not amount to this, is #9 the ſalvation of 


Jeſus Chriſt, but a deluſion and a fancy. 1 ſhall 


Not proceed to examine and demonſtrate theſe pro- 
* The Lord Jeſus ſaves his church from the nature and being 


of fin, that he might preſent it to himſelf, a glorious church, 
not Having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but that it 


ſhould be holy and without blemiſn. Salvation from the na- 


ture and being of ſin will never be experienced in this world, 
every believer ſhall experience this glorious part bf ſalvation, 
but not till he has put off his tabernacle of clay; it is a part of 
the reſt which remaineth for the people of God, fin will accom- 
- pany the chriſtian to the dark valley of the ſhadow of death, but 
it will leave him there, it cannot follow him one ſtep further; 
he ſhall come out of it adorned with the perfect beauties of 


diolineſs. 


is ſo great, that human underſtanding muſt fail to 


* 


VVT 3 
politions in this place, but ſhall poſtpone chat till 
have examined the ſecond queſtion. What do 
men think of Chriſt? in which enquiry I ſhall have 
{uſhcient opportunity to eſtabliſh them. | 
What God thinks of Chriſt he has declared in 
the ſcriptures, we have taken a ſhort but compre- 
henſive view of it, but who hath believed rhe re- 
rt ? through the riches of divine grace there hath 
een a goodly company in all ages, well inſtructed 
by the Se1kIT of truth, and their thoughts have 
been brought into the obedience of faith ; they have 
taken God's word for what Chriſt is, and have, with 
humility and the higheſt delight and complacency 
of ſoul, embraced him in all thole glorious cha- 
racters in which he ſhines forth in the ſcriptures: 
But there has been alſo, in all ages, and till is in 


the preſent day, many who have not this excellent- 


Teacher for their guide ; but who, through the 
pride and ignorance of the human heart, reject the 


council of God againſt themſelves ; | and though 
they think, and talk, and write, and preach of 4 


Chriſt, it is of one who is the creature of their own 
vain imagination, and not the CurrsT or Gop ; 
they leave God and his Bible to think and fay what 
they pleaſe upon this grand ſubject, and chuſe to 
think for themſelves ; but in thus profeſſing them- 
ſelves wiſe above what is written, they give ſub- 
ſtantial proof that no teal wiſdom is in them, but 
the mou egregious folly, in the worſt ſenſe of the 
word. | | 
Secondly ;; What then do men think of Chriſt? 
Some with fronts of brafs vainly attempt to rob him 


of che moſt ſublime dignity the fcriptures aſcribe 


to him, InriniTes Derry ; they think and ſay, that 
he is an exalted Man, or it any thing more than 
that, yet a created being, to worſhip whom 1s to 


commit idolatry : and yet God the Father, ſpeaking 
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Honour and affront him, by ſuppoſing he will ſuffer 


| RE 0 ; 
of him, faith, '* And let all the angels of God wor- 
ſhip him,” Pſalm xcvii. 7. Heb. 1. 6. But God's 
thoughts, and thoſe men's thoughts, differ upon this 
head, and one muſt be miſtaken, is it God or Man? 


let reaſon anſwer. —Others think and ſay; The 


Lord Jeſus Chriſtis no' Prieſt, the Socinian denies his 
prieſtly and mediatorial offices; and I do not wonder 
at it; for the Socinian is a ſtranger to the evil of 
ſin, he thinks he has a heart full of excellent virtues, 
and a life correſponding with it; and what need 
has he of a great High-prieſt to make atonement for 
his ſins, 1 ſtand as a Mediator between God and 
him. The man who is acquainted with the nature 
of ſin, and who ſees and feels it an INTINITE evil, 
will plead guilty before God, and exult in ſinging 
with the great Dr. Watts, 


Jeſus m at High Prieſt 
Offer'd bis blood — dy'd; 
My guilty conſcience ſeeks 
No Reridce befide. 
His pow'rful blood did once atone 
And now it pleads before the throne, 


But this man is no Socinian. The Arminian be- 
lieves- the divinity of the Lord Chriſt; but as to 
his grand characters of Prophet, Prieſt and King; 


he leaves him nothing but the ſhadow of either. He 


thinks the atonement of Chriſt 15 not ſufficient to 


ſecure to a believer the pardon of his ſins, but that 


divine juſtice may ſome time or other arreſt the man 
in his own perſon for the payment of that debt 
which his /arezy diſcharged upon Mount Calvary; to 


5 ſuppofe which, pre- ſuppoſes that either the blood 
of 


hriſt was not a ſufficient atonement, or elſe that 
divine juſtice can become uz}; either of which is 
blaſphemy. As a Prophet and a King, they dil- 
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- his enemies to diſappoint him in his deſigns, and 
to rob him of his jewels, the very jewels he laid 
down his life to purchaſe. The ſcriptures teſtify of 
the Lord Chriſt, that he hath all power in his hands, 
Matt. xxviii. and that in him dwelleth all the trea- 
ſures of wiſdom and knowledge, Col. ii. 3. but the 
Arminian thinks otherwiſe, he ſuppoles that Chriſt's 
enemies are ſtronger than he, and wiſer and more 
knowing than he ; how different are the declarations 
of the {ſcriptures from the ſuppoſitions of theſe men. 
The Arminian rejects the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as his 
juſtifying. Os before God, he thinks, and 
' ſome even dare to ſay, that imputed righteouſneſs 
is imputed nonſenſe ;” he thinks the work of grace 
in the heart is the procuring cauſe of God's favour 
to him, and thereby he ſets the glorious charac- 
ters and offices of the Redeemer at variance, and 
claſhing with each other; whereas in the infinitely 
wiſe and magnificent chain of ſalvation, every link 
is in the cloſeſt union and ſweeteſt harmony with 
each other, and the whole conſpires to ſet the crown 
upon the head of the great GOD-Man, as the ſin- 
ner's ALL IN ALL, and to HUMBLE the /iurey at the 
Saviour's feet, as leſs han nothing and vanity : bur 
SELF is the Arminian's GRAND MONARCH; {elf is the 
grand ſpring from which their wiews of ſalvation ariſe, 
and conſequently to slr the ultimate praiſe and 
glory muſt be be aſcribed *. 


The 


*The great Dr. John Owen in his own Pre face to his Treatiſe 
on the Death of Death, in the death of Chriſt, ſeems to entertain 
full as little reſpect for the-notions of Mr. Baxter as Arminius, 
it would be well for thoſe (and they are not a few) who. are 
carried away from the ſimplicity of truth, through the ſophiſtry 
and varniſhings of Mr. 1 to attend to the ſentiments of 
this eminent divine. But before I quote a few lines from that 
Preface, I beg leave pe to quote a few from his Prefacer, Mr. 
Gib. 1 may,” fays he, no take occaſion io remark ſome 


We things 


v.. 


1 

The proud boaſting Arminian does not diſhonout 
Cnr1sT more on the one hand, than the ſelf-decei ved 
AxTI NOLAN does on the other, under the hy- 
pocritical pretence of receiving and exalting the 
| Lok D 


© things as to the matter of this book. It is' generally verſant 
*« about the ſecond Article of the thorough paced Arminians; 
„ which is, as it were, the center of their whole ſcheme, viz. 
the doctrine of Univerſal Redemption. This doctrine about 
one hundred and forty years ago, and afterwards, did raiſe a 
great deal of noiſe and confuſion, with very pernicious effects, 
** eſpecially in Holland and England; to which, a remedy of 
© conſiderable ſucceſs was applied, by the famous Synod of 
Port. But by the time that Dr. Owen came to write againſt 
this error, (which was about fifty years after the firſt venting 
of it by james Arminius, and thirty years after the condem- 
% nation thereof, by the Synod. of Dort) there had been various 
„improvements of its dreſs; wherefore, the following treatiſe 
* 4id more eſpecially deal with a new ſet of Univerſaliſts, who 
«*« declined to avow the other four Arminian points, (which deny 
particular Election, the efficacy of God's grace in converſion, 
the impotence of man's will therein, and the final perſeverance 
of the ſaints) though indeed all the five are really inſeperable; 
„and pretended to ſeperate the univerſal point (about the ex- 
« tent of Chriſt's death) from the reſt z which having laid over 
*© with fairer colours, they triumphed upon their new mode, as 
if there could be no true and free goſpel without it. But this 
„ paint w $ ſoon waſhed off, ſo far as to diſcover the native 


„ grimneſs of its viſage: and many devices were afterwards 


* uſed with great induſtry, by Mr, Baxter and his followers, for 
* reſtoring its reputation, in Se to conceal its deformity, 
« by freſn varniſhings. However, for many years back, the 
* univerſal ſcheme has ſcarce retained, any other being than 
«« according to its original progreſs, till of late, that ſome new 
« eſſays have been made in this country, to renew it, under 4 
& plaufible. diſguiſe, (much the ſame with Baxter's) by which 
« alone it is calculated for 1 upon ſerious people Dr. 
„Owen in his preface, (having Univerſal Redemption in his 
« eye) ſays, Here, Free-will, corrupted nature's deformed 
darling, the Pallas or beloved ſelt-conception of darkened 
minds, finds open hearts and arms, for its adulterous emvracesz 
having oppoſed the free diſtinguiſhing grace of God, as the 
« ſole ſworn enemy thereof; it advanceth itſelf (or an inbred 
* native ability in every one, to embrace a portion of generally 
f | 9 expoſed 


LES 
Lord Jrsus CnurrsT as a Prieſt. He renounces 
him as a King, and while he profeſſes the higheſt 
regard to him as a, Saviour, he impudently rejects 
and denies the grandeſt and nobleſt part of his ſal- 


vation. 


12 oſed mercy) under the name of Free Grace. This; this 


is Univerſaliſts Free Grace; which, in the ſcripture phraſe, 


is curſed corrupted nature: neither can it otherwiſe be a ge- 
*« neraÞ ranſom, without free will is but a burdenſome fancy, 
the merit of the death of Chriſt being to them as an ointment 
in a box, that hath neither virtue nor power to act or reach 
« out, its own application unto particulars, being only ſet out 
* in the goſpel to the view of all; that thoſe who will, by their 


cn ſtrength, lay hold on it, and apply it to themſelves, may 


be healed. Hence is the dear eſteem and high valuation, 


Which this old idol, Free Will hath attained in theſe days; 


being ſo uſeful to the general ranſom, that it cannot live a 
day without it. Should it paſs for true, what the ſcripture 
 aflirms, viz, 'Thatwe are by nature dead in treſpaſſes and 
«*« fins; there would not be left of the general ranſom, a ſherd 
* to take fire from the earth; like the wood of the vine, it would 
* not yield a pin to hang a garment upon: all which you ſhall 
*« find fully Cares in the enſuing treatiſe. But here, as 
* though all the undertakings and babyloniſh attempts of the 
old Pelagians, with their varniſhed offspring, the late Armi- 
„ nians, were flight and eaſy, I ſhall ſhew you greater abomi- 
nations than theſe, and further diſcoveries of the imagery of 
the hearts of the ſons of men. In purſuance of this perſuaſion 


* of Univerſal Redemption, not a few have arrived whither it 


„ naturally leads them, (tremble then, ye Arminians and an 
6 terians) to deny the ſatisfaction and merit of Chriſt, Wrtnels 
P. H. who net being able to untie, ventured boldly to cut 
« this Gordian Knot; but ſo as to make both ends of the chain 
« uſeleſs. - To the queſtion, Whether Chriſt died for all men 
„% or not? he anſwers, That he died neither for all, nor any, 
« ſo as to purchaſe life and ſalvation for them. Shall curſed 
© Socinianiſm be worded into a glorious diſcovery of Free Grace, 
« whilſt theſe Joabs ſalute you with the kiſſes of Free Grace? 
you ſee not the ſword that is in their hands; whereby they 
** tmite you under the fifth rib, in the very heart blood of faith 
and all chriftian conſolation. It ſeems our bleſſed Redeemer's 
% deep humiliation in bearing the challiſement of our peace, 
* and the puniſhments of our tranſgreſſions, being made a curſe 
© ang fin, deſerted under wrath and the power of Death, pro- 
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vation. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is © a Prieſt tpÞ6ri 
his throne,” Zech. vi. 13. He lives to reign, ag 
well as to make interceſſion ! once he endured the 
croſs, but now he has received the crown ! he is the 
Lord God omnipotent, and he reigneth ! Under 
the banner of this great Captain of ſalvation, I detire; 
(though but a feeble warribr) to ſtarid forth, en- 
courag'd by his promiſe, © Not by might, nor by 
wer, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord of hoſts,” 
ech. iv. 6. to make a more particular and free 
_ enquiry into the nature of Antinomianiſm, to ex- 
amine its arguments, and expole its conſequences, 
by bringing it to the great touchſtone of truth, the 


word of God. And if the holy Spirit of grace arid 5 

. truth is pleaſed to guide my pen, while it is en- 4 
gaged in this honourable cauſe, I do not doubt but b 
ſhall be able to demonſtrate the fallacy and dan- * 

ger of this error, and to prove that thoſe who love ; 

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity and truth have 4 


not ſo learned him as theſe tenets teach. | 

The Antinomian believes, or rather thinks; for 

his faith, properly ſpeaking, doth not amount to 

believing ; that-is, it is not the faith of the opera- 

tion of God. I ſhali therefore ſay, he thinks that 

„ the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the ſanctification of his 

people in the ſame manner as he is their juſtifying 
righteouſneſs; and that therefore they need no ſanc- 

-  _tification 


* 


4% curing redemption and the remiſſion of fins through the effu- 
* ſion of his blood, offering himſelf up a ſacrifice to God, to 
make reconciliation and purchaſe an atonement. His pur- 
= * ſuing this undertaking with continued interceſſion in the ho- 
1 *« left of holies, with all the benefits of his mediatorſhip, do 

*© no way procure either life and ſalvation, or remiſſion of fins; 
= , * but only ſerye to declare, that we are not indeed, what his 
* * word affirms we are, viz, curſed, guilty, defiled, and only 


* not acti ally caſt into hell. Judas, betrayeſt thou the Son of 
« Man wich a kiſs?” | | 
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tification in their own perſons: that to talk of a 
* change—a new birth to be perſonally and individu- 
ally experienced, of inward and perſonal holineſs— 
45 Chriſt in the heart the hope of glory bringing 
| forth the fruits of the Spirit—walking ſo as to pleaſe 
God—and all exhortations to theſe things; is legal, 
contrary to the goſpel, and the ſigns of a falſe Chriſt © 
-and falſe prophets. 25 

The Antinomian thinks, that the union which 

fubſiſts between the divine and human nature, in 
the perſon of Chriſt, is only and merely that whieh 
ſubſiſts between Chriſt and the church: he denies 
vital, experimental, perſonal union wrought in the 
ſoul by faith : ne. ſyppotes the church of Chriſt to 
3 conſiſt of all mankind, and that at the day of judg- 
mament, the whole human race will compoſe the 
s ſheep at the right hand of the Judge, and that the 
goats on the left hand will be their ns. Profound 


abſurdity ! 
The Antinomian thinks that the moral law is not 
* to be conſidered as the rule of a believer's conduct; : 


that ſorrow for ſin is unneceſſary; that God never 
chaſtiſes his people upon the account of ſin, or 
hides from them the light of his countenance, that 
there is no ſpiritual warfare or conflict between the 
two natures in a chriſtian : ©« that if the influences 
of the Spirit is now neceſſary to make men believe 
the goſpel, then God has not accommodated his 
goſpel to mankind.” He denies the poſſibility of a 
believer's grieving the holy Spirit ef God; he ſpeaks 
ſlightly £ the means of grace, and ſcoffs at all 
chriſtian experience, and at every idea of heart-holi- 
neſs, and humble walking with God: ſome have 
even gone ſo far as to ſay, they could not ſin, be- 
cauſe there was no fin to a believer. Theſe ſenti- 
ments not only exiſt in the-works of James Relly, 
but in the preſent day they walk abroad in a public 
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and triumphant manner both in town and country 3 
and where they do not dare to appear in their full 
blown colours, they put forth the tender bud : he 
who would reject this dangerous and abſurd ſyſtem 
with horror and contempt, were it laid before him 
in a full complex view, drinks it in by little and 
little; firſt one corrupt idea, and then another, is 
promulgated, and the whole is gilded over with the 
amiable name of evangelical religion, and the ſpe- 
cious pretence of exalting the glorious character of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: but were I to ſhut up my 
window-ſhutters at noon day, and cloſely ſtop up 


every crevice by which light could enter into my 


houſe, ſo as to wrap myſelf up in midnight dark- 
neſs, and declare as the reaſon of my conduct, that 
I mean it as a proof of my great love and attach- 
ment to the ſun, and my wonderful admiration of 
its lovely beams, who would believe my aſſertion? 
would not the world very juſtly eſteem. me a very 
eccentric perſon, or with the greateſt propriety 
imaginable, pronounce me lunatic, from the ſtrange- 
- nefs of my conduct, and the abſurdity of my reaſon- 
ing? yet ſuch conduct would not be more ſtrange, 
nor ſuch reaſoning more abſurd, than is that of the 
Antinomian, when he pretends to glorify and exalt 
the Redeemer by making him a miniſter of ſin. 
I have no deſign to be perſonal in this treatiſe, 

it is doctrines, and not men, that I have to do with; 
but whoever receives or preaches theſe doctrines in 

u hole or in part, is, fo fie as he receives them, an 
Antinomian; and ſo far as he preaches them, he 
preaches Antinomianifm. It now becomes my bu- 
ſinefs to bring the Antinomian's faith, or more pro- 
perly ſpeaking, his'tbouzbts, to the touchſtone of the 
 teriptures; for as the Lord Jeſus has declared that 
they ſhall be the teſts of judgment in the laſt day, 
they are certainly very competent to decide the mat- 
$45 4.4 cer 
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ter now. To begin then firſt with his faith, J have 
ſaid, that it is not the faith of the operation of God; 
anda I prove it thus, the faith of the operation of 
God is called the faith of God's elect, Titus i. 1. 
but the faith of the Antinomian takes in all the 
world, and conſequently has nothing to do with 
the elect of God; nay, it even denies that there is 
and gde of God at all. The faith of the operation 
of God, is a Givine, living and ative principle 
wrought in the heart by the holy Spirit; not a dead 
idle ding that doth nothing, it is very powerful, 
and works wonders; It is the ſubſtance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not ſeen,“ Heb. 
xi. 1. © jt puriſies the heart,” Acts xv. 9. © Ir 


overcomes the world, John v. 4. © It worketh by 
love,“ Gal. v. 6. © Ir ſanctifies the heirs of glory,” 


Acts xx. 18. It is a warrior,“ 1 Tim. vi. 12. 


and has won more noble and triumphant victories, 
than ever Cæſar, Hannibal, or Alexander did: but 
the Antinomian's faith, taking his own account of 
it, bears the very reverſe of this glorious character : 


it is a dead idle nothing, or at moſt a vain fancy 


that floats in the brain, and does nothing, and in« 
deed as there is no work of ſanctification to be 
wrought in the ſoul, no ſpiritual enemies to conquer, 
no doubts and fears to be ſtruggled with, and re- 
moved, there is in reality nothing for it to do; and 
this is a ſtrong demonſtrative proof, that.it is not 


the faith of the operation of God, but a falſe faith, 


a mere fancy, and a moſt dangerous and ſoul-ruin- 
ing deluſion. 
I now proceed to the ſubject of his faith. He 
thinks that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the ſanctifi- 
cation of his people, in the /ame manner as he is their 
juſtiſying righteouſneſs ; and that therefore, they need 
no ſanctiſication in their own perſons. 


Every 


16 

Every one who is made a partaker of the holy Spirit 
of God, is led to ſee and feel that in himſelf he is al- 
together unrighteous; he is made acquainted with 
the ſpiritual and extenſive nature of the moral law, 
that it demands a perfect, unſinning obedience, and 

will not be ſatisfied with any thing ſhort of that; he 
finds his nature entirely oppoſite to it, and that 
therefore it is utterly impoſſible for him to yield it 
any ſuch obedience, and that the very beſt righte- 
ouſneſs he can have of his own, when tried by this 
divine touchſtone, will appear not like a garment 
of wrought gold, and fine needle-work, but as 
filthy rags; and he is not at a loſs to aſſign a reaſon 
for the divine declaration, © By the deeds of the 
law ſhall no fleſh living be juſtified,” Rom. iii. 20. 
Theſe conſiderations lays his proud heart in the 
duſt, and makes him willingly and joyfully ſubmit 


to be juſtified by the righteouſneſs of God, as re- 


- vealed in the goſpel. When it pleaſed God the 


Redeemer to become the righteouſneſs of his people, 


he ſtood as their great covenant head, in their name, 


Place, and ſtead, not only as their faithful ſurety 


and bondſman, anſwering the demands of divine 


juſtice for them, in order that they might have re- 
demption through his blood, the forgiveneſs of fins ; 
but alſo by the exact conformity of his nature and 
life to the holy law of God, he might bring in. an 
everlaſting and complete righteouſneſs, which be- 
ing imputed by God the Father to his believing 
people, he accepts them as perfectly righteous in his 
light, and juſtifies them freely from all things 
from which they could not be juſtified by the law 
of Moſes, Acts xiii. 39. Thus the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is in his own perſon made to his people, © to 
| every one that believeth, whether Jew or Gentile, 

juſtifying righteouſneſs,” Rom. x. 4. And alſo 
«through the riches of divine grace, he is made un- 
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to them ſanctiſication, 1 Cor. i. 30. and he is their 
lanctification as much 'as he is their righteouſneſs, 
but not in the ſame manner : his own perſonal active 


and paſſive obedience imputed to them, becomes 
their juſtifying righteouſneſs, but he is made to 


them ſanctification in another way, as he is their 


great head of influence, who, by the power of his 
pirit, works ſanctification in their' hearts: by his 
juſtifying righteouſneſs he faves them from the 
guilt and condemnation of fin, which are the two firſt 
propoſitions I laid down, and this relates to his 
prieſtly office, and is that which gives them a 
title to heaven, and to every bleſſing, ſpiri- 
tual and temporal, in time and eternity: but 
the work of regeneration and renewing their ſouls 
into the image of God, which is ſanctification, 
belongs to the kingly office of the Lord Chriſt, and 
is that glorious part of ſalvation whereby they are 
ſaved from the love and power of fin, according to 
my two ſubſequent propoſitions. I am aware that 
the word ſanctification is ſometimes made uſe of in 
the ſcriptures in another ſenſe, namely, the ſetting 
apart any perſon or thing to holy purpoſes ; as in 

ſalm iv. 3. Jude i. but when it is uſed in this 
ſenſe, it always relates to the rich, free electing love 
of God the Father, in making choice of his people, 
and appointing them to this grand ſalvation of 


which Iam treating, but this is not the ſanctifica- 


tion of which 1 am ſpeaking at preſent ; the ſub- 
ject before us is, how the Lend Chriſt is made 
ſanctification to his people, whether it is by the 
imputation, or impartation of holineſs. The Antino- 
mian ſays, © it is by imputation,“ but the word of 


truth declares, * it is by impartation.“ I prove it 


thus, all the perfection of Chriſt's w_ naturc was 
abſolutely requiſite to enable him to fulfil the ex- 
tenſive commands of the holy law, that demanded 
a perfect nature as well as a perfect life; nay, there 
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could not be the one without the other, both united 
in the Redeemer's perſon, and both were imputed 

to the belieyer, not for his ſanctification, but for 
his juſtifying righteouſneſs, in which beſt robe alone 
he dares to appear, and can be found without fault 
before the throne of God. To ſay then that Chriſt's 
holineſs is imputed to us for ſanctification, is a 
groſs and dangerous miſtake ; it is imputed to us, 
indeed, but not for ſanctification, but as a part 
(and a grand part too) of our juſtifying righteouſ- 
neſs. It 1s well to diſtinguiſh here, becauſe for 
want of this diſtinction, juſtification and ſanctifica- 
| tion, two moſt important, yet very diſtinct things, 
5 are confounded together, and a flood of error, moſt 
i dangerous in its conſequences, 1s let looſe upon the 
world. 8 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is made of God ſanctifi- 
cation to his people, as he is their great head of in- 
fluence, who imparts to every member of his my- 
ſtical - body, by virtue of his kingly office, his holy 
Spirit, to ſanctify and make them holy in their own 
N. proper perſons, and thereby qualify and prepare 
N every individual of his church, for the enjoyment 
and glorification of God in time and eternity, ſo 
fulfilling his grand deſign in taking upon himſelf 
the name of Jesus, viz. that he might be to them a 
Saviour, ſaving them from their fins. And here I 1 
muſt beg leave to remind my readers, that the ſal- A 
Ws vation with which the Lord Jeſus ſaves his people, 
1 conſiſts of five parts; it is, 1ſt. A ſalvation from the 1 
moe of fin. 2ndly. From the condemnation of "i 
in. 3dly. From the love of fin. 4thly. From the # 
wer of fin. And 5thly. From the nature and 
ing of ſin. When the Lord Jeſus, the great God 
our Saviour, bowed his majeſtic head upon Calvary's 
croſs, and ſaid, © It is finiſhed,” the grand work *'Y 
of redemption was complete, having given 1 
4 85 ? 
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' Prieſt became the end of the ceremoni 
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to the moral law an obedience infinitely ſuperior to 
that of all the angels in heaven, our great Higt 
law al 7 
and offered up to God that great ſacrifice, © which 
has for ever put away fin, Heb. ix. 26. and x. 14. 
and perfected for ever them who are ſanctified.“ 
When he burſt the barriers of the grave, and roſe 
triumphant over death and hell, every divine per- 
fection of the Deity ſhone forta in its brighteſt 


ſplendour, and declared itſelf glorified to the utter- 


moſt, in the ſalvation of elect finners: therefore we 
may with propriety take P the exulting language 
of the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, and ſay, Who 
ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect ? It 
is God that juſtifies, who is he that condemneth ? 
It is Chriſt that died, yea rather, who is riſen again,” 
Rom. viii. But as the Antinomian will bring no 
objections to this part of divine truth, 1 ſhall not 
ſtop here, but proceed to the two next propoſitions z 
which, for the ſake of brevity, 1 ſhall conſider under 
one head : and here I muſt beg leave to propoſe a 
queſtion. Can it be ſuppoſed that the Lord Jeſus 
would be at the infinite expence of purchaſing his 
people with his own precious blood, in order to 
ſave them from their ſins, as to the guilt and con- 
demnation of them, and yet leave them ſlaves, bend 
flaves to fin, as to the love and dominion of it? 
Will he do this? Is he not king in and over Zion 
Is not the government of his church laid upon his 
ſhoulders, Iſa. ix. 6. Is not all power in his hands, 


Matt. xxvili. 18. Is not the reſidue of the Spirit with 


him? Mal. ii. 15. Is he not a holy God, a holy 


Saviour? does he not love holineſs? and can he not 


make his people holy, by the waſhing of regenera- 
tion and renewing of.the Holy Ghoſt ? Can he do 
this? and will he not do it? eſpecially as he hates 
fin; what, will he leave his beloved bride the ſame 
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frightful lump of ſin and ſpiritual deformity which 
he finds her ? No, no, he will not only put upon 
her the robe of his own imputed righteouſneſs, the 
garments of ſalvation ; but he will make her all- 
lorious within: ſhe ſhall not only be clear as the 
Fn in her juſtification, but ſhe ſhall alſo be fair as 
the moon in her ſanctification; and to all her ſpi- 
ritual enemies ſhe ſhall be (Chriſt ſtrengthening 
her) © terrible as an army with banners,” Solomon's 


Song vi. 10. 

| That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt actually imparts ho- 
lineſs to the ſouls of his people, and thereby delivers 
them from the love and power of fin, appears to be 
evidently implied in the gracious declarations of = þ 
chovah ; that he “ will dwell in them, and walk g 
in them, 2 Cor. vi. 16. © That Chriſt may dwell 
in your hearts by faith,” Eph. iii. 17. We will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him,” 
John xiv. 23. © Ye are the temple of the living 
God,“ 2 Cor. vi. 16. What! know ye not that 
your body 1s the temple of the Holy Ghoſt which 
is in you, which ye have of God,” 1 Cor. vi. 19. 
Since then the triune God is pleaſed to enoble the 
ſouls and bodies of his people, by dwelling in them 
as in living temples, can it be ſuppoſed he will 
ſuffer them to remain in the ſame ſtate in which 
they were by nature, carthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, unre- 
newed, unfanctified, unholy ? How ſtrange, how 
abſurd, how abominable an idea! when the cap- = 
tive ark was placed in the temple of Dagon, the Þ# 
ark of God and the Philiſtine Idol could not, did 
not reign together there; the ark, though-captive, 
maintained its ſublime dignity, while Dagon fell 

proſtrate before it, bereſt of his head and hands. 
And will the infinitely holy and almighty Jehovah, 13 
condeſcend to dwell in the hearts of his people, and | 
yet ſufter ſin not only to dwell there, but to reign 
m them and over them, as their beloved idol and 
grand 
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rand monarch. No, no, when the Lord Jeſus ' 
in the days of his fleſh, found his houſe of prayer 
polluted and defiled with buyers, and ſellers, and 
money changers, he put torth a ray of divinity, and 


drove them all out; and now that he is exalted as a 


Prince and a Saviour, he ſtretches forth his almighty ' 
arm, and drives, by the power of his Spirit, the 
buyers and ſellers out of his ſpiritual temples ; and 
though ſin, like the idol Dagon, would fain main- 
tain the throne, yet Jeſus, the true Ark of God, 
muſt triumph, and fin muſt and ſhall fall before 
him bereft of its hands and its head, while his 
ranſomed ones, ſaved from its love aud domineer- 
ing power, ſing of delivering grace. 

The Lord Jeſus Chriſt finds his people © dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins,” Eph. ii. 1. Totally void of 
any thing ſpiritually good. © Enmity to God,” 
Rom. vil. and every thing in them oppoſite to 


him. But as he has become their great High Prieſt, 


to ſave them from the guilt and condemnation due 
to this wretched and miſerable tate, ſo in the ap- 
pointed time, by virtue of his kingly power and 
authority, he ſends forth his holy Spirit into their 


hearts, and faves them from this miſerable ſtate it- 


ſelf, by the waſhing of regeneration and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt,” Titus iii. 5. “ You hath 


he quickened, (fays Paul) who were dead, Eph. 


ii. 1. The trſt work of the Holy Spirit, when he 
begins in the name of the Lord Jeſus, to ſanctity 
the heart, is to convince it of fin, John xvi. 3. He 
renews the underſtanding, and by opening the eyes 
of the mind, enables the man to view himſelf in the 
ſame light in which God views him, as a poor, 
loft, undone, helpleſs finner ; and to ſee that the 
wrath of Cod is revealed from heaven, againft all 
unrighteouſneſs and ungodlineſs of men, Rom. i. 
18. That © there is no name given under heaven 
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whereby 
Acts iv. 12. The underſtanding being thus en- 
lightened, he goes on to renew the will, which is 
brought, by his divine and powerful operation, 
to ſubmit to receive God's ſalvation in his own 
way: „Thy people ſhall be willing in the day 
of thy power, Pſalm cx. 3. He works divine 
faith in the ſoul, which is a living, active, holy 
rinciple, and which brings to the ſoul the Know- 
edge of ſalvation by the forgiveneſs of its ſins, and 
puts it in poſſeſſion of the peace of God which paſ- 
ſeth knowledge, becauſe it lays hold of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in all his ſaving characters and offices, ſub- 
mits to him, receives him, and rejoices in bim, hav- 
ing no confidence in the fleſh,” Rom. v. 1. Phil. 


iii. 3. © This divine faith works by love,” Gal. v. 


6. © For the love of God is ſhed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto us,” 
Rom. v. 5. and thus the affections of the elect, re- 
deemed ſoul, are ſanctified and renewed, and as 
the underſtanding, will and affections, which are 
the grand leading powers of the human ſoul, are 
thus renewed and ſanctified, ſo every other paſſion 
and power partakes of the ſacred, heavenly influ- 
ence, and is regenerated and born of God; the man 
becomes a new creature; * old things are paſt 
away, behold all things are become new,“ 2 Cor. v. 
17. I do not mean that the ſanctification of the 
believer is perfect; very far from that, it is a grow- 
ing and progreſſive work, but it certainly extends 
to every power of the ſoul, and every member of 
the body, according to the meaſure of the gift of 
Chriſt; and in ſome degree or other, holineſs to the 


Lord is engraven upon them all. Faith, I have 


ſaid, is a living, active, holy principle; it is wrought 
in the heart by the power of the Spirit of God. 
« Thi is the work of God, that ye believe on him 
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we can be ſaved, but the name of Jeſus,” 
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whom he hath ſent,”” John vi. 29. © By grace are 
ye ſaved through faith, and that not of yourſelves, 
it is the gift of God,“ Eph. ii. 8. This faith unites 
the ſoul to the Lord Jeſts Chriſt, and the moment 
the believer is made partaker of it, he becomes one 
3 with the Lord,“ 1 Cor. vi. 17.“ Chriſt 


Awells in his heart by faith,” Eph. ili. 17. and the 


believer lives upon Chriſt by faith : this faith makes 
Chriſt precious to him, © Unto you that believe he 
is precious, 1 Peter ii. 7. It purifies his heart,” 
Acts xv. g. and conſtrains him to hate fin, becauſe 
of its own deformity ; becauſe it is Chriſt's enemy 
and crucified him; and becauſe Chriſt abhors it, and 
a triune God abhors it: it conſtrains him to love 
holineſs for its own beauty and excellence, and be- 
cauſe Chriſt is holy and loves holineſs : faith gives 
the ſoul victory over fin, and ſatan, and the world; 
it enables the chriſtian to glorify God by truſting 
him when he cannot ſee him; it ſupports under 
the greateſt difficulties, and conquers the greateſt 
dangers; it makes the promiſes delightful, it claims 
and brings home the fulfilment of them; it makes 
the precepts ſweet, the commands of Chriſt not 
grievous, but pleaſant ; and enables the believer to 
walk with God in them with humility and godly 
fear, and in the comforts of the Holy Ghoſt. 

In this way the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſanctiſies his 
people, and actually ſaves them from the love and 
wh of ſin, for when this is the caſe, they are 

rought into the glorious liberty of the goſpel, they 
become the Lord's free men, to ſerve him without 
fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him, all 
the days of their lives,” Luke i. 75. God has been 
graciouſly pleaſed to give to his believing people in 
his word, a 5 5 of exceeding great and pre- 
cious promiſes, wherefore they are ſtiled © the heirs 
of promiſe, Heb. vi. 17. and the apoſtle Peter, 


e 
ſpeaking 
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4 ſpeaking of theſe promiſes, tells us that they were 6. 
1 given, that by them we might be partakers of the = 
| divine nature” 2 Peter i. 4. And upon this con- 
ſideration, Paul founds a grand exhortation to be- 
lievers. 2 Cor. vil. 1. © Having therefore theſe 
promiſes, dearly beloved, let us cleanſe ourſelves 
from all filthineſs of the fleſh and 12 perfect- 
ing holineſs in the fear of God.“ Paul was not 
legal when he wrote this exhortation: he did not 
imagine, nor intimate, that the work of ſanctifica- 
tion depended upon the power of the creature; no, 
he was well aware that we are not ſufficient of our- 
ſelves to think any good thing, much leſs to do ſo 
great a work; but as God has given us many pro- 
miſes, wherein he has pledged himſelf to make us 
partakers of his holineſs, the apoſtle exhorts us to 
a conſtant diligent exerciſe of faith and prayer, as 
the appointed way in which God delights to beſtow 
his promiſed bleſſings upon his people. © Thus 
faith the Lord, I will yet for this be enquired of by 
the houſe of Iſrael, to do it for them,“ Ezek. xxxvi. 
37. . Impreſſed with this idea, Paul in all his 
Epiſtles, labours to inſpire the churches to whom 
he wrote, with earneſt defires after encreaſing holi- 
neſs, both in heart and life; and in order to do this, 
he makes uſe of the moſt pawerful arguments, the 
moſt endcaring and perſuaſive language, and the 
moſt grand and noble motives poſſible: in one 
3 he ſays, I beſeech you, therefore, brethren, | 
y the mercies of God, that ye preſent your bodies '3 
a living ſacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 
is your reaſonable ſervice. And be not conformed 
to this world, but be ye transformed by the renew- 
Ing of your mind, that ye may prove what 1s that 
. and acceptable and perfect will of God,” 
OM. Xit. 1, 2. the apoſtle could not poſſibly ſpeak 
plainer to prove that ſanctification is not W 
| | . | ür 
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but imparted ; that it is a perſonal thing, wrought 
in the heart by the Spirit of God: and I am bold 
to ſay, that thoſe words, “e ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind,” cannot be explained away to 
any other meaning, without the groſſeſt injury to 
the text, the greateſt blindneſs of heart and wilful 
prevarication. The apoſtle goes on, Furthermore 
then we beſeech you brethren, and exhort you by 
the Lord Jeſus, that as ye have received of us how 
ye ought to walk and to pleaſe God, ſo ye would 
abound more and more, for ye know what com- 
mandments we gave you by the Lord Jeſus, for this 
is the will of God, even your ſanctification;” 1 Theſ. 


iv. 1, 2, 3. If you talk of its being the chriſtian's 


privilege and duty to walk fo as to pleaſe God, the 
Antinomian will turn upon his heel and tell you, 
that you are a phariſee, and legal: but they forget 
that this is the language of an inſpired apoſtle: Paul 
knew very well, that © without faith it is impoſſible 
to pleaſe God,” Heb. x1. 6. and that all the ſaints, 
as to their juſtification and ſalvation, are accepted 

in the beloved, Eph.*1. 6. independent of any 
work wrought in them, or done by them ; and yet 
he preſſes believers to walk ſo as to pleaſe God, and 
there is no contradiction in this; it is impoſſible 
for any to walk ſo as to pleaſe God, but thoſe with 
whom he is firſt well pleaſed in Chriſt Jeſus; but 
when this is the caſe, it becomes their high privilege 
and duty ſo to walk, and it is poſſible for them to walk 
otherwiſe, but not without great loſs and damage 
to themſelves ; © If you walk contrary to me,” ſays 
God, „I will walk contrary unto you,“ Lev. xxvi. 
27, 28. © If his children forſake my law, and walk 
not in my judgments; if they break my ſtatutes, 
and keep not my commandments, then will I viſit 
their tranſgreſſions with the rod, and their iniquity 
with ſtripes,” Plalm Ixxxix. 30—32. Not as an 


1 26 J 
inexorable judge, exacting atonement for ſin; no, 
that was made by the blood of Jeſus; but as a ten- 
der affectionate father, who is diſpleaſed, diſobliged, 
and grieved by the ingratitude and diſobedience of 
the Son whom he loves, will lay the rod ſeverely 
upon him, and teach him by his puniſhment, the 
evil of his rebellion. © If you ſin, ſays God, ©I 
will frown; if you backſlide, I will e th 

Holineſs of heart and life is indiſpenſibly neceſ- 
ſary to enable the belicver to maintain communion , 
and fellowſhip with God. God is holy, and loves 
holineſs, and hates iniquity ; and though he loves 
his people. in Chriſt at all times, always beholds 
them complete in him, yer he will not indulge them 
with his ſmiles and comfortable preſence, while 
they are indulging in their hearts the love of ſin, 
and in their lives the practice of iniquity : without 
the ſanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit, it is 
impoſſible either to enjoy God, or glorify him; 
Without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord,” 
Heb. xii. 14. either in time or eternity; but he that 
hath Chriſt's commandments written in his heart, 
which is holineſs, and keepeth them, that is, walk- 
eth agreeable to them in his life, he it is that loveth 
Chriſt; “ and this man,” ſays the Redeemer, © ſhall 
be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 
will manifeſt myſelf to him, and we will come unto 
him and make our abode with him,”* John xiv. 21, 
23. Here we ſee, that the heart in which a triune - 
God delights to dwell, is one which he has cleanſed 
and ſanctified by his grace as an habitation for him- 
{elf through his Spirit,“ Eph. ii. laſt verſe. « Here- 
in is my Father glorified,” ſays the lip of truth, 
« that ye bring forth much fruit,” John xv. 8. 
What fruit? « The fruit of holineſs,” Rom. vi. 22. 
Ihe fruit of the Spirit, Gal. v. 22. No the 
fruit of the Spirit is inall goodneſs, and . 
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and truth, proving what is acceptable to the Lord,“ 
Eph. v. 9, 10. And ſays Paul, „I myſelf alſo am 
perſuaded of you, my brethren, that ye alſo are full 
of goodneſs,” Rom. xv. 14. Paul knew there was 
no goodneſs in theſe Romans by nature, but he was 
perſuaded that Chriſt had filled them with the good 
graces of the Holy Spirit, in order to form them a 
people for his praiſe,” Iſa. xliii. 21. Again, ſays 
the apoſtle, © I therefore, the priſoner of the Lord, 
beſeech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called, Eph. iv. 1. © This I fay 
therefore and teſtify in the Lord, that ye henceforth. 
walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of 
their mind: but ye have not ſo learned Chriſt; if fo 
be that ye have heard him, and have been ge by 
him, as the truth 1s in Jeſus, that ye put off con- 
cerning the former converſation the old man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful luſts ; 
and be renewed in the ſpirit of your mind ; and that 
ye put on the new man, which after God, is created 
in righteouſneſs and true holineſs,”” Ibid. 17—24. 


Here is evidently a change ſpoken of; the putting 


off an old man, and the putting on of a new man, 
and this change is abſolutely neceſſary; becauſe, 
when God the Father made choice of his people, 
he not only choſe them and appointed them to ſal- 
vation but alſo to holineſs, as a part of ſalvation : 
« according as he hath choſen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we ſhould be holy,” 
Eph. i. 4. For whom he did foreknow he alſo 


did predeſtinate to be conformed to the image of 


his Son,” Rom. viii. 29. and it is holineſs that is 
the image of Chriſt ; © he choſe them alſo through 
ſanctification of the Spirit unto obedience,”* 1 Peter 
1. 2. There can be no fruits of evangelical obedi- 


_ ence brought forth in the lite, if the heart is not 


firſt ſanctified by divine grace: but the Lord __ 
-*." 
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only choſe his people with a deſign to make them 
holy, but alſo happy in communion and fellowſhip 
with himſelf; but while their hearts are unrenewed 
they are not capable of this happineſs : © The car- 
nal mind is enmity againſt God, and it is not ſub- 
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can it be,” 
Rom. viii. 7. it is then in a ſtate of rebellion. 
“But how can two walk together, except they are 
agreed,” Ames iii. 3. And what concord hath 
Chriſt with Belial?”” 2 Cor. vi. 15. Jehovah muſt 
ceaſe to be holy, ceaſe to be pure, before he can 
hold communion and -fellowſhip with impure and 
unholy ſinners; I mean thoſe who are altogether ſo, 
and whoſe hearts are in a ſtate of total enmity and 
rebellion againſt him, in the very nature of things 
it is impoſſible; it is evident therefore that there 
muſt be a change of diſpoſition take place, either 
in God or man, before there can be this commu- 
nion, there muſt be a union of ſpirit, a ſameneſs of 
temper between the parties before this familiarity, 
this friendſhip of complacency and delight can take 
place. But it is the grand character of Jehovah that 
he changeth not,“ Mal. iii. 6. « With whom is no 
variableneſs, neither thadow of turning,” James i. 
17. Therefore it is plain, that it is man upon whom 
the change muſt be wrought, and is wrought by 
the power of the Holy Spirit when he new creates 
the ſoul to holineſs, happineſs, and eternal life. 
Paul exhorts that all the ſaints with open face be- 
holding as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the ſame image from glory to glory,“ 
2 Cor. iii. 18. or from one degree of grace to ano- 
ther, till grace is perfected in glory, and breathes 
out his wiſhes in the moſt animated language poſ- 
fible that the very God of peace might lanctify 
them wholly ; and he adds, „ pray God, your 
whole ſpirit and ſoul and body be preſerved NE; 
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leſs unto the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Faithful is he that calleth you, who alſo will do it, 
1 Theſſ. v. 23, 24. What can be more concluſive 
upon the ſubject thanj this prayer of the Apoſtle's? 
he ſays not a word about ſanctification being im- 
puted to them, but he prays that they may be ſanc- 
tified in their own perſons, and that. wholly, in bo- 
dy, ſoul and ſpirit : now if ſanctification is imputed, 
and not imparted, the Apoſtle's prayer was very in- 
judicious, and altogether needleſs; for as he wrote 
to believers, he muſt know that it was already im- 
puted to them; but if it is not to be imputed but 
umparted, that is, perſonally wrought in the foul, 
and a growing progreſſive work, then Paul was wiſe, 
and his prayer excellent; and that he underſtood it 
ſo is very evident from what he ſubjoins. Faithful 
is he that calleth you, who alſo wil! do it; he ſpeaks 
of it not as a thing that is paſt, but in the future 
tenſe, a thing to be done; and encourages believers 
to hope for it, and preſs towards it, from the con- 
ſideration of the faithfulneſs of ham who hath 
pledged his word to do it for them. 

Sanctification then, it appears from the. word of 
God, is a perſonal thing, wrought upon the ſoul 
by the power of the Holy Ghoſt; while the believer 
remains 1n this world, it 1s a growing, but imper- 
fect work: he 1s really and truly ſaved from the 
love and dominion of fin, by the freſh ſupplics of 
divine grace, which he receives from his living 
head, Chriſt Jeſus, from time to time; but the body 
of ſin remains, and will dwell in the chriſtian, while 
the chriſtian dwells in a tabernacle of clay, and it is 
continually rebelling againſt the new man, the hid- 
den man of the heart, and ſtriving for the maſtery. 
Sin does not leave the throne willingly, nor quietly ; 
but however, quit it it muſt, for the Lord Chriſt, 
the King of faints, claims it for himſelf and means 
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to reign in it for ever; but fin is a conſtant rebel 
and never gives up one inch of ground but what is 
wreſted from it by the omnipotent arm of Jehovah. 
Here commences the ſpiritual warfare, which every 
one who 18 born of God, is ſomewhat acquainted 
with, but which the Antinomian denies. Wich a 
view to this warfare, Paul exhorts believers to be 
ſtrong in the Lord and the power of his might, and 
to put on the whole armour of God ; an account of 


which he gives us in Eph. vi. 10, 18. Now who. 


would provide a complete ſuit of armour, if a ſtate 
of conflict and warfare did not render it neceſſary? 
Again, ſays Paul, „the weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal, but mighty through God, to the pulling 
down the ſtrong holds, caſting down imaginations, 
and every thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the know- 
ledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Chriſt.” 2 Cor. x. 4, 5- 
Can there be ſtrong holds, imaginations, and high 


things on the? part of fin, that are to be caſt down, 


and thoughts to be brought into obedience to Chriſt, 


and are there ſuitable weapons provided by God 


to accompliſh this, and yet no warfare? mighty 
weapons, implies mighty, enemies, mighty fins; and 


intimates that there is not only a warfare, but a 
very important and conſequential one too; Paul 


exhorts Timothy to fight the good fight of faith, 
1 Tim. vi. 12. And John tells, us, “ This is the 


victory, even our faith,” 1 John v. 4. Now the 


idea of victory pre- ſuppoſes a battle, without which, 
it is nothing but an unmeaning word. For a ge- 
neral to boaſt of his conqueſts where he has met 
with no oppoſition, would do him but little honour; 


nay, it would be in the higheſt degree ridiculous, 


and expoſe him to the contempt of the world, when 
every city opens its gates to receive him friendly, 
and every army he meets with in his march, lays _ 
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their arms without making the leaſt reſiſtance: the 
eneral may be celebrated for his good fortune and 
Nees but he can never be famous for his wiſdom, 
valour, and military ſkill; it is in laborious fatigues, 
bloody battles with equal and ſuperior forces, well 


_ diſciplined, veteran, reſolute enemies, determined 


to conquer or die here victory is long, and ſtoutly 
conteſted, that the excellent prudence and bravery ot 
the commander and ſoldier appears to advantage : 
In ſuch fields to conquer, and over ſuch enemies to 
triumph, is to triumph indeed, it wreaths the vic- 
tor's brows with laurel, while it renders his name 
immortal in the annals of hiſtory. Now indwel- 
ling fin is to the chriſtian, the moſt, formidable 
of all his enemies; it is an old experienced, obſti- 
nate, determined veteran, againſt whom the chriſ- 
tian is called to fight, and actually does wage war 
all his days; © for the fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit, 
and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh ; and theſe are con- 
trary the one to the other; ſo that ye cannot do the 
things that ye would,” Gal.v.1, 7. On the one 
bans ye cannot do the good that ye would, through 
the corruption of your fleſh preventing you; on 
the other hand, you cannot do the evil that your 
corrupted nature would, becaule the new nature, 
the ſpirit of God in your hearts, hates that evil, and 
preſerves you from it. From theſe two jarring 
prinCiples, ſo oppoſite to cach other, proceeds a 


continual warfare ; ſometimes divine grace treads 


indwelling ſin under its feet, and then the chriſtian 
is holy and humble and happy in his God; at other 
times, fin rouſes up all its powers, attempts to ſaake 
off the yoke, and even prevails ſo tar as to take the 
new man captive, and then the chriſtian groans, 
being burdened. His joy is turned into ſorrow, 
his day into night, his triumphant ſongs into 
mourntul lamentations; and this was the ene 

off 
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of the Apoſtle Paul, when he cried out in the grief 
of his heart, I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man, but I ſee another law in my members, 
watring againſt the law of my mind, and bringing 
me into captivity to the law of ſin which is in my 
members. O wretched man that I am, who ſhall de- 
liver me from the body of this death, Rom. vii. 22, 
23, 24. David alſo, the ſweet finger of Iſrael, ex- 
preſſes the ſame feelings, Pſalm cxliii. 1-4. Hear 
my prayer, O Lord, give car to my ſupplications, 
in thy faithfulneſs anſwer me, and in thy righteouſ- 
neſs; and enter not into judgment with thy ſervant, 
for in thy ſight ſhall no man living be juſtified; for 
the enemy hath perſecuted my ſoul, he hath ſmitten 
my life down to the ground, he hath made me to 
dwell in darkneſs, as thoſe that have been long 
dead; therefore is my ſpirit overwhelmed within 
me, my heart within me is deſolate ; quicken me, 
O Lord, for thy name's ſake; for thy righteouſneſs 
ſake, bring my ſoul out of trouble, ver. 12. The 
chriſtian, even in this ſituation, though a captive 
is not a ſlave. He who 1s the author and finiſher 
of his faith, ſtrengthens that noble warrior, inſpires 
it with freſh vigour and courage, ſo that the be- 
liever is enabled to ſay, «© I thank God through 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord,“ Rom. vii. 25. Sin ſhall 
not have dominion over me, for I am not under 
the law, but under grace, Jeſus the God of grace 
lives to ſupply me with freſh communications of 
his quickening and ſanctifying Spirit. Thus the 
ſoul looks to Jeſus by faith, calls upon him by fer- 
vent prayer, receives out of his fulneſs, freſh ſup- 
plies, and is made finally more than a conqueror 
through him who hath loved him. This is the lan- 

ge of the ſcriptures, and the daily experience of 
the chriſtian ; but I do not wonder that thoſe who 
deny the new birth, deny this grand truth alſo, 
they 


8 
they act a conſiſtent part in ſo doing, for if there 
is no ſuch thing as a new birth, there cannot be 
two natures in a man, he continues all fleſh, and 
no ſpirit; I mean, he is deſtitute of the ſpirit of 
God and any new nature created in him by that 
Holy Spirit. . His corrupt nature finds nothing to 
oppoſe it, and as there is no oppoſition, conſequently 
there can be no warfare, no conflict, the ſtrong man 
keeps the houſe, and his goods are in peace; but it 
is a falſe peace, it is not the peace of God which 
paſſeth underſtanding, but a dead calm; and while 
a man remains in this ſtate, he certainly muſt be 
a perfect ſtranger to the ſpiritual warfare in which 
a chriſtian is called to engage; and upon the ſame 
account, he is as perfect a ſtranger to the hidihgs of 
God's face, the withdrawings of the light of his 
countenance, and ſpiritual darkneſs and. deſertion. 
The Antinomian does not deny theſe things, be- 
cauſe they do not really exiſt, for they really do ex- 
iſt, but he denics them becauſe he does not know 
any thing of them; and yet though he knows it not, 
he is envelloped with theſe very things; to explain 
my meaning I muſt obſerve, that he is a ſtranger 
to the ligbi of God's countenance, a ſtranger to the 
ſmiles of his face, and the joys of his ſalvation ; they 
who are acquainted with theſe great things, know 
what the reverſe of them are by frequent and pain- 
ful experience: but theſe men by denying the being 
of ſuch an experience, give us ample proof that 
they are yet immerſed in nature's Jarkndſe and 
have never ſeen the light of the glorious Sun of 
righteouſneſs, and therefore are not capable of dif. 
tinguiſhing between day and night in a ſpiritual 
int of view. | 3 | 
The Prophet Micah finely deſcribes the breath- 
ings of a believing foul who is exerciſed with ſpiri- 
tual deſertion and darkneſs upon the account of ty 
an 


and backſliding.. © Rejoice not againſt me, O mine 


zn Jeſus, the man who fearcth the Lord, to walk 
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enemy; when 1 fall I ſhall ariſe, when I fit in dark- 
neſs the Lord ſhall be a light unto me: 1 will 
bear the indignation of the Lord, becauſe I have 
finned againſt him, until he pleads my cauſe, and 
execute judgment for me, he will bring me forth 
to the light, and I ſhall bchold his righteouſneſs,” 
Micah vn. 8, 9. Triumph not over me, O ſatan, 
for though I have fallen by thy devices, and the 
corruption of my evil heart, yet triumph not over 


me, for I ſhall ariſe, Jehovah, my God, hath pro- 


miſed that I ſhall not be utterly caſt down, he will 
uphold me with his hand—I have ſinned, and my 
Saviour frowns ; but though he trowns, yet he is 
my Saviour ſtill, and I will bear his indignation 
with patience and ſubmiſſion—1 will hang upon 
him by faith, and fall at his feet in contrition and 
deep humiliation of ſpirit—lI know I have deſerved 


Not only his fatherly diſpleaſure and correction, 


which is all that I ſhall have, but I have deſerved 
the loweſt hell, yet he has redeemed me from that 
by his blood, and therefore I will wait on him, and 
wait for him, till as my great advocate with the 
Father, he plead my cauſe, and execute judgment 


for me by ſubduing ſin and fatan under my teet— 


he will bring me forth to the light, he will again 
ſmile upon me in infmite love and mercy, and I 
ſhall behold and rejoice in his righteouſneſs. 

This is a beautiſul practical comment upon Iſaiah l. 
10. ** Who is among you that feareth the Lord, and 
obeyeth the voice of his ſervant that walketh in 
darkneſs and harh no light? let him truſt in the 
name of the Lord, and ſtay upon his God.” Here 
the rnatter is fully ſettled, the queſtion evidently 
anſwered by Jehovah himſelf—the God of truth, 
V ho cannot lie, declares it is poſſible for the believer 
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in darkneſs, and ſo much to as to ſee no light; and 
in conſequence of being reduced to ſo ſad a ſitua- 
tion, he is exhorted to truſt in the Lord, and en- 
couraged to ſtay himſelf upon his God. Agreeable 
to this, © Verily,” ſays the evangelical propher, 
« thou art a God that hideſt thyſelf, O God of Iſrael 
the Saviour,” Iſaiah xlv. 15. Ad Job complains 
bitterly of this darkneſs. © * He hath ſer darkneſs 
in my path,” Job xix. 8. „O that I knew where 
I might find him. Behold I go forward, but he 
is not there, and backward, but I cannot perceive 
him—on the left hand where he doth work, but 
I cannot behold him; he hideth himſelf on the 
right hand that I cannot ice him; but he knoweth 
the way that I take. When he hath tried me, I 
ſhall come forth as gold,” Job xxiii. 3, Sto. Here 
in the firſt place is ſpiritual darkneſs complained of, 
the withdrawings of the light of Cod's countenance 
from his ſervant Job; and in the next place his faith 
as a divine living principle, ſupporting him under 
it, and brightening his hope of deliverance from it, 
as gold purified from the furnace. The paſſages 
which might be brought from the Plalms to prove 

the reality of ſuch an experience, are ihnumerable; 
David was well acquainted with it:“ In my proſ- 

erity,” ſays he, *I ſaid I ſhall never be moved: 
3 by thy favour, thou haſt made my mountain 
to ſtan ſtrong—thou didſt hide thy face, and I 
was troubled,” Pſalm xxx. 6, 7. The Antinomian; 
in order to evade the teſtimony of the royal prophet; 
endeavours to perſuade us, that no part of the book 
of Pſalms ought to be underſtood as relating to the 
experience of the Church of Chriſt, but in the 
Whole of it, as belonging perſonally to the Meſſiah; 
the great Head of the Church alone, but chis is 
à grand miſtake; the truth is, there is much in the 
Plalms which is applicable, and * to be under- 
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ſtood, as alone belonging to the Redeemer perſo- 
nally ; but there are alſo many parts, which though 
in the higheſt and ftricteſt ſenſe they belong to 
_ Chriſt, yet may with propriety, be applied to his 
believing people alſo : and there are other paſſages 
which ought not to be underſtood as at all relatin 
to him, but to the ſaints alone; and this which 
have quoted is one of them. It is evident the 
Pfalmiſt had been miſtaken, he had thought, nay, 
he had ſaid, that his mountain was made ſo er 
by the divine favour, that it ſhould never be moved; 
his conſolations were ſo great, and had laſted fo 
long, that he imagined they would never be with- 
drawn: © But, Lord, fays he, « thou didſt hide thy 
face and I was troubled ; thou didſt withdraw the 
{ſweet light of thy countenance, and my joyful day 
was turned into a night of weeping and bitterneſs.” 
Now this could never be ſpoken of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, for he was never miſtaken, never deceived. 
He was truly infallible, and incapable of error or 
miſtake. To ſuppoſe otherwiſe, would imply an 
imperfection in the Redeemer, which cannot be 
ſuppoſed without the imputation of blaſphemy, 
and derogating in the higheſt degree from his glo- 
rious character: It is plain then it muſt be ſpoken 
by David of himſelf, and as being the experience 
of the church in general. © Before I was afflicted 
1 went aſtray. I have gone aſtray like a loſt ſheep,” 
Pſalm cxix. 67, 176. Now as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
never went aſtray, theſe ſcriptures cannot be at all 
applicable to him: The guilt of his peoples ſtraying 
indeed was imputed to him, and he made a full 
atonement for it, but it never could be ſaid with the 
leaſt propriety, that he went aſtray ; the Lord Jeſus 
never ſaid it of himſelf, neither did David fay it of 
him. Which of you,” ſaid Chriit to the Jews, 
* convinceth me of ſin ? John viii. 46. I do always 
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heſe things which pleaſe him, John viii. 29. that 
is, God, as theſe ſcriptures can only be applicable to 
the church. So there are many others of the ſame 
nature, which it is not needful for me to quote, as 
I wiſh to be as brief as poſſible, and as I think 
theſe are quite ſufficient to warrant us to receive the 
book of Pſalms as a beautiful deſcription of the ex- 
perience of the church of Chriſt in all ages, as well 
as a glorious prophecy and revelation of the humi- 
liation and exaltation of the churches Head. There 
we fee the triumphs of faith, the murmurs of un- 
belief, the breathings of a devout foul after Chriſt 
and holineſs, after communion and fellowſhip with 
God, and conformity to his image. We lee the 
believer ſometimes walking with God upon his high 
places, ſometimes ſunk low at his feet in the valley 
of humiliation, groaning under the body of fin, that 
evil diſeaſe that cleaves faſt to him, and frequently 
vue find him melted into the tears of godly ſorrow 
and evangelical repentance. 

« Godly ſorrow and evangelical repentance!” ſays 
the diſciples, of James Relly, what legal ſtuff is 
that ?** Chriſt was ſorrowful on the account of fin, 
and he died for ſin, and fin is for ever pardoned and 
done away; it is a debt diſcharged, and who is ever 
ſorry upon the account of a debt that is paid? Our 
buſineſs is to look to Chriſt and rejoice; and while 
the Phariſee and the Legaliſt are mourning over 
their fins, and ſeeking to work out their ſalvation 
with fear and trembling, we confide in a finiſhed 
ſalvation, and we know that there is no ſin to a 
| believer, for the law is aboliſhed and done away; 

and where no law is, there is no tranſgreſſion. This 
is the darling language of Antinomianiſm; but 
it is contrary to ſound reaſon, contrary to the bible, 
and to the experience of the real believer in all ages. 
In the firſt place it is contrary to ſound reaſon: For 
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ſuppoſing that I have a valuable friend who tenderly 
loves me, who lays out himſelf, and all that he has 
to do me kind offices, who ranſoms me from ſlavery, 
pays all my debts, ſupplies all my wants, adopts 
me into his family, makes me his heir: Suppoſing 

T grieve and offend this benevolent friend; I treat 
him with ingratitude and diſreſpect, but his regard 
for me is ſuch, that he excuſes my folly, he pardons 
my faults, and ſtill continues to me all the 8 
of his affection and favour; is it not highly reaſon- 
able, if I am poſſeſſed of any ſenſibility, any ge- 

neroſity of ſentiment, that this amazing undeſerved 
kindneſs muſt kindle up every ſpark of it, and melt 
my heart into the deepeſt concern and moſt undiſ- 
ſembled ſorrow ? ſhall I not ſincerely and ſeverely re- 
pProach myſelf for my baſe and diſengenuous conduct 
towards ſo worthy a benefactor? and though he has 
forgiven me all my faults, and even aſſures me that 
he will not even ſo much as once give them a place 
in his thoughts, ought not the language of my heart 
to be, How ſhall I forgive myſelf, how ſhall I for- 
get my ingratitude and egregious folly ?!!P—The 
reverſe of this, I am ſure, muſt be moſt unreaſon- 
able; and will this be allowed as a truth as it has 
to do with men? and is it not equally true as it re- 
lates to God and his people ?: Has he not redeemed 
them from death, and ranſomed them from the 
power of the grave? Has he not made them heirs | 
of his glory? And does he not ſay to them, *All 
that I have is yours, except my praiſe?” Does he 
not pardon all their ſins, and bear with all their in- 
firmities? And ſhall they treat their infinitely gra- 
cious Benefactor with leſs ingenuity than one worm 
of the duſt can be ſuppoſed to treat another ? Shall 
they not be humbled under a ſenſe of their vile in- 
gratitude, be melted into contrition and ſelf-abaſe- 
ment from the conſciouſneſs of their numberleſs 
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backſlidings? and from the grand diſplay of the 
ſovereign mercy and pardoning love of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall not their hearts be melted into 
penitential grief and godly forrow ? To ſuppoſe this 
to be the caſe is highly reaſonable; to ſuppoſe the 
reverſe, is an inſult to ſound reaſon and common 
ſenſe, as well as to the word of God and chriſtian 
experience. | 

| That forrow upon the account of ſin, or in other 
words, evangelical repentance, is not incompati- 
ble with looking to 3 and living upon him 
by faith, is evident from Zechariah xii. 10. * And 
they ſhall look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they ſhall mourn for him as one mourneth for 
his only ſon, and they ſhall be in bitterneſs for him, 
as one that is in bitterneſs for his firſt-born; for 
godly ſorrow worketh repentance to ſalvation, not 
to be} repented of, 2 Cor. vii. 10. For behold, 
this ſelf-ſame thing, that ve ſorrowed after a godly 
fort, what carefulneſs it wrought in you; yea, what 
clearing of yourſelves, yea what indignation, yea 
what fear, yea what vehement deſire, yea what zeal, 
yea what revenge; in all things ye have approved 
yourſelves to be clear in this matter: Now I rejoice, 
not that ye were made ſorry, but that ye ſorrowed to 
repentance, for ye were made ſorry after a godly 
manner, ibid 9, 11, They ſhall come with weep- 
ing, and with ſupplications will I lead them; for 
I have ſatiated the weary ſoul, and I have replen- 
iſhed every ſorrowful ſoul, Jer. xxxi. 9, 25. 
ſorrow is continually before me, for I will declare 
my iniquity, I will be ſorry for my fin. I am 
3 am bowed down greatly, I go mourn- 
ing all the day long, for my loins are filled with 
a loathſome diſeaſe, and there is no ſoundneſs in my 
fleſh, Pſalm xxxviii. 17, 18, 6, 7. For theſe things 


weep mine eye, mine eye runneth down with water, 
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becauſe the comforter that ſhould relieve my ſoul 
is far from me, Lam. i. 16. Bleffed are they that 
mourn, for they ſhall be comforted, Matt. v. 4. 
Bleſſed are ye that weep now, for ye ſhall laugh, 
Luke vi. 21. They that ſow in tears ſhall reap in 
Joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
precious ſeed, ſhall doubtlefs come again with re- 
Joicing, bringing his ſheaves with him,“ Pſalm 
cxxvi. 5, 6. From theſe ſcriptures it is evident, 
that ſorrow upon the account of ſin was frequently 
experienced by the ſaints of old, they were real par- 
takers of ſaving faith in the blood and righteouſneſs 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; they were intereſted in 
all the privileges of his great falvation; they fre- 
quently triumphed in his love, but they alſo fre- 
quently groaned under the heavy preſſure of a bod 

of ſin, that loathſome diſeaſe of which David 10 
pathetically complains: This oſten beclouded their 
evidences, for Heaven often drew a vail between 
them and their God, they knew what it was to en- 
Joy his gracious preſence, and when through their 
folly and backſliding they had grieved his holy Spirit, 
and cauſed him to hide his face, they felt the with- 
drawings of that ſacred comforter, and ſought him 
ſorrowing till he again returned to them in loving- 
kindneſſes and tender mercies. Paul we find re- 
joiced in the ſorrow of the Corinthians; and yet 
not merely in their ſorrow, but that they ſorrowed 
after a godly ſort. They were made ſenſible of 
their ſin, and were deeply humbled upon the ac- 

count of it, and the effects of their ſorrow were ſo 
ſtriking and pleaſing to the Apoſtle, that he re- 
capitulates them with an air expreſſing the higheſt 
ſatisfaction and delight, as it gave the cleareſt proof 
of the reality of the work of grace in their hearts, 
It is plain,” ſays Paul, © that your ſorrow was of 
the right kind, for it wrought in you great con. 
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neſt, you was no longer indifferent whether your 
conduct was pleaſing to God or not, but you was 
ſtirred up to a ſerious ſelf- examination, your fin 
appeared odious to you, you loathed yourſelves in 
your own fight becauſe of it, your diſpleaſure 
againſt it, and againſt yourſelves upon the account 
of it, aroſe even to a holy indignation; many diſ- 
treſſing fears perplexed and filled your hearts with 
trouble, while the anxiaus, fervent, vehement de- 
ſires of your ſouls vented themſelves in fighs and 
earneſt ſupplications to the God of grace, Be par- 
don, peace, and victory over that worſt of evils, ſin. 
You ſtood ſelf- condemned, and had it been in your 
power, you would have taken revenge on yourſelves 
for your paſt folly; however you were determined 
to be revenged of your ſpiritual enemies, in the 
ſtrength of Chriſt, by watching and praying with 
greater diligence, and fighting againſt them with 
ouble reſolution and alacrity to the laſt moment 
of your lives.” In all things you have approved 
yourſelves to be clear in this matter, and I rejoice 
to ſee the grace of God in you.” This is the lan- 
guage of the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, but he 
was no Antinomian. No man was ever better ac- 
quainted than he, with the grandeur of the atone- 
ment of Chriſt, and its ſufficiency to take away 
{in, and yet he rejoiced that the believing Corin- 
thians were made ſorry upon the account of fn, 
and that becauſe he knew that every ſoul who is in- 
tereſted in that grand atonement ſhall be deeply 
taught by the ſpirit of God, their need of that 
atonement ; many of them ſhall be pricked to the 
heart, and made to cry out in the language of the 
proſtrate jailor, What ſhall il do to be Bved ” And 
though all the ſaints do not experience an equal 
degree of godly ſorrow, yet more or leſs they are 
all made partakers of it. The word of God So 
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with gracious promiſes to the ſorrowful ſoul, and 
the kind lips of Immanuel pronounced the mourners 
bleſſed. Why are they bleſſed? and why are ſo 


many encouraging promiſes given them, if ſorrow 
for fin was unneceflary and unbecoming in a chriſ- 


tian? I ſhall ſay no more upon this ſubject here, as 


the next thing I mean to conſider is that grand An- 
tinomian tenet, That the moral law has ceaſed to 
be the rule of a believer's conduct as much as it 


has ceaſed to be a covenant of works :** which will 


naturally introduce it again, and afford me an op- 
portunity to make a few obſcrvations more upon 

this head. 
That to the believer in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
moral law has ceaſed to exiſt as a covenant of works, 
is a grand and glorious truth, and is granted on 
both ſides the queſtion; becauſe the Lord Jeſus is 
become the end of the law, both moral and cere- 
monial, for righteouſneſs to every one that believeth. 
I ſhall not therefore take up any time, or employ 
any pains to prove that here, becauſe we are already 
reed upon that ſubject. But that the moral law 
ought ſtill tobe conſidered as the rule of a believer's 
conduct, is as great a truth: it is the eternal rule 
of righteouſneſs, and is incapable of any variations. 
I have already ſhewn that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
bears the exalted character of King in Zion, his 
people are his ſubjects, he is an abſolute uncon- 
troulable Monarch, none can ſay unto him, What 
doſt thou? and he is the only fit perfon to ſuſtain 
lo auguſt a character; becauſe he poſſeſſes wiſdom 
and goodneſs equal to his unlimited power and au- 
thority, which not being the caſe among mortals, 
no man has a right to arrogate to himſelt any ſuch 
dignity, nor can poſſeſs it without the manifold in- 
jury and danger of thoſe over whom he aſſumes it; 
but Chriſt has a ſpecial right to it, and he _ 
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ciſes it, not to the damage and injury of his ſubjects, 
but to ſecure their beſt intereſt; — while he is diſ- 
playing his own magnificence and glory, their wel- 
fare and happineſs are the ſtudy of his heart, and 
the grand motive and end of his actions. Amon 
men, the idea of a king and people, ſuppoſes alſo 
a law ſubſiſting between the parties, agreeable to 
which the king is to govern, and the people to frame 
their actions; and in all limited monarchies, the 
law is ſuperior to the king, who is only the executor 
of it: but it is not ſo between Chriſt and his people, 
becauſe he is, as I have ſaid, an abſolute and un- 
controulable Sovereign, and is bound by no other 
law than his own will, however he has willed to be 
certain things to his people, and to do certain things 
for them; and he has ſaid and ſworn that he will be 
theſe things to them, and to do thoſe things for 
them; and the faithfulneſs and truth of his nature 
binds him to fulfil choſe moſt ſacred engagements, 
his word, and his oath, for he is God that cannot 
lie, and this is as a law to him. 

As to his ſubjects, they are under a threefold ob- 
ligation to pay the moſt ready, chearful and prompt 
obedience to whatever commands he is pleaſed to 
give them. In the firſt place, a natural obligation, 
as they are not only his ſubjects, but the creatures 
which his hands formed out of the duſt ; what can 
be more evident than that every creature is under 
a natural obligation to obey the commands ot its 
Creator. Secondly, a moral obligation, as they are 
not only creatures, but creatures poſſeſt of ratio- 
nality, grand, reaſoning, thinking faculties; which 
if properly exerciſed, muſt ſee and feel the juſtice, 
the propricty, the fitneſs of every command which 
Chriſt, as their great God enjoins, and alſo of their 
being ſubjugated and obedient in all things to 
thoſe ſo highly reaſonable commands. And third= 
ly, a ſpiritual obligation, as they are not only 
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his creatures and ſubjects, but his ranfomed peo 
le; his adopted children; the purchaſe of his 
lood 3 the heirs of his glory; the beloved of his 
foul ; the delight of his heart; the jewels of his 
crown; the fulneſs of him that filleth all in alt. 
O! how do theſe rich and wonderful favours, 
theſe amazing conſiderations overwhelm as it were 
the church of Chriſt, with the fweet obligation of 
being ſubject to him in all things? Eph, v. 24. 
Far from ſaying, © Chriſt has redeemed me from 
the curſe of the law, and become to me the end of 
the law for righteouſneſs, and therefore I will caſt 
off his yoke, and throw his bands far from me, I 
will_ put his law behind my back, Ifa. v. 24. and 
trample it under my feet, reject his Prompts. and 
have nothing to do with his commandments :? in- 
ſtead of this, 1 fay, her language is. O, bleſſed 
Jeſus! thou art all my ſalvation, and all my defire; 
thou art my law fulfilling righteouſneſs, and I have 
redemption in thy blood from its curſe ; thou haſt 
healed' the breach between God and me, as my. 
great High Prieſt, and now thou fitteſt on thy 
throne in Zion: Lord, what wouldeft thou have me 
to do? thou haſt made me thy willing ſubject, thou 
haſt cauſed me to bow to thy golden ſceptre, and I 
know it is a ſceptre of righteouſneſs, for thou loveſt 
righteouſneſs and hateft wickedneſs; Lord, reign 
in my heart, and make it one with thine ; let it love 
righteouſneſs, and hate iniquity even as thou doft : 
fill my foul with thy own holineſs, and let my en- 
quiry conſtantly be, what are thy commands? what 
are thy precepts ? that by the conſtraining power 
of thy love, and the pon of thy Spirit, I may walk 
in them to thy glory and praiſe, as much as I poſ- 
fibly can, while clogg'd with a body of ſin and death, 
which I know will mar and ſpoil my beſt acts of 
obcdicnce, fo that I ſhall in many things offend, 
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notwithſtanding my utmoſt watchfulneſs, and in 
every thing come ſhort of thy glory : yet, let the 
ſtrong bent of my will, the moſt intenſe thirſtings 
of my deſires, and grand aim continually be, to run 
in the ways of thy commandments, and to walk ſo 
as to pleaſe God, and to abound more and more; 
and in all my ſhort comings, let me be humbled in 
the duſt at thy feet; bur ſtill let me rejoice in thy 
ſal vation, believing that thy precious blood cleanſeth 
from all fin, agreeable to 1 John 1. 6, 7. If we ſay 
that we have fellow tip with him, and walk in dark- 
neſs, (that is the darkneſs of ſin, not of godly ſor- 
row and deſertion) we lie and do not the truth; 
but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowſhip one with another, and the blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt his Son, cleanſeth us from all ſin.““ This 
is the language of the church of Chriſt, ſhe owns 
him for her King, as well as her Prieſt; her Lord, 
as well as her huſband, brocher and friend ; her 
Maſter, as well as her Saviour ; ſhe takes his yoke 
upon her, and feels herſelf under the ſtricteſt obli- 
gations of duty, love, and gratitude to yield the 
moſt filial, evangelical obedience to his commands, 
as well as to believe and rejoice in his gracious 
promiſes. As for me,” ſays the apoſtle Paul, 
I am determined to know nothing but Jeſus 
Chriſt,” 1 Cor. ii. 2. God forbid that I ſhould 
glory, fave in the croſs of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt :” 
but he alſo adds, „I am not without law to God, 
but under the law to Chriſt,” 1 Cor. ix. 21.“ For 
I delight in the law of God after the inward man,” 
Rom. vii. 22, What law? the moral law? ſome 
ſay the law of love; and I grant it, for the moral 
law, and the law of love, are ſy nonomous terms, and 
mean one and the ſelf ſame thing; for © love is the 
fulfilling of the law,” Rom. xiii. 8,9, 10. For 
this, „thou ſhalt not commit adultery, thou ſhall 
5 | not 
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7 not kill, thou ſhalt not ſteal, thou Halt not bear 
falſe witneſs, thou ſhalt not covet, and if there be 
any other commandment ; it is briefly comprehend- 
ed in this ſaying, namely, „Thou ſhalt love thy 
neighbour as thylſelf;** love worketh no ill to his 
3 therefore love is the fulfilling of the 
aw. *. 

When the apoſtle James reproved the believers of 
his day, for the partiality and reſpect of perſons 
which had too much crept in amongſt them, he 
founds his reproof upon the “royal law of the 
ſcriptures,” and refers them immediately to the mo- 
ral law as being that royal law of the ſcriptures, 
James ii. 8. from which it appears that neither Paul 
nor James had any idea that the moral law was 
aboliſhed and done away and no longer to be con- 
ſidered as the rule of a believer's conduct: and it is 
as evident that Chriſt, their great maſter, never in- 
tended ſo to aboliſh it, becauſe he lays it down as 
the grand characteriſtic of thoſe who love him, that 
they 


Some ſay the moral law cannot be a perfect rule of conduct, 
becauſe it ſays nothing upon ſome ſubjects which are noticed in 
the precepts of the New Teſtament ; as for inſtance, © Forgive- 

neſs of injuries;“ but if theſe objectors will obſerve the ſcope of 
the Apoſtle's reaſoning in this ſcripture, they will find their 
objections fully anſwered : for Paul expreſsly declares, * It 
there is any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in 
this ſaying, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf : (and 
adds) Love worketh no ill to his neighbour, therefore love is the 
fulfilment of the law. It is evident then, that on the one hand 
the law forbids all injurious conduct; and on the other hand; 
ſuppoſes the forgiveneſs of it where it has happened. Every 
thing that favours of reſentment is contrary to the nature of love, 
which ſuppoſes every thing that is kind, gentle and eaſy to be 
entreated; therefore the moral law 1n commanding love, forbids 
every thing that is contrary to love, and commands every thing 
that is agreeable to it: and therefore Paul adds, “ If there 18 
any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended” though 
not won mentioned“ in this ſaying, Thou ſhalt love thy 
neig bour as thyſelf,” Rom, X111, 9, 10. : 
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they 115 his commandments, he enjoins it to 
them, © If ye love me, keep my commandments,” 
He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth me: as though the Saviour had 
ſaid, „ There will be many take my name u 


them, and profeſs to be my diſciples, and talk much 


ofmy love to them, and their love to me; but if you 
would know whether they are my diſciples indeed, 
and have my love ſhed abroad in their hearts in 
truth and fincerity, obſerve their conduct, ſee if 
in the general bent of their lives, they keep my 
commandments, for if a man love me he will keep 
my words; he that loveth me not, keepeth not my 


fayings,”” John xiv. 15, 21, 23, 24. © If ye keep 


my commandments ye ſhall abide in my love, even 
as I have kept my Father's commandments and 
abide in his love. Te are my friends if ye do what- 
ſoever I command you,” John xv. 10, 14. agree- 
able to this, the beloved diſciple, who was well ac- 
uainted with his maſter's mind upon the ſubject, 
1 « Hereby we do know that we know him, 
if we keep his commandments ; he that ſaith I know 
him, and kcepeth not his commandments, is a /zar, 
and the truth is not in him, but whoſo keepeth his 
word, in him verily is the love of God perfected; 
hereby we know that we are in him, he that ſaith 
he abideth in him, ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk 
even as he walked. Brethren, I write no new 
commandment unto you, bur an old command- 
ment, which ye had from the beginning, the old 
commandment is the word which ye have heard 
from the beginning, 1 John ii. 3—7. as though 
the apoſtle had 1aid, I lay down no new rule for 
bag as believers to form your life and converſation 
y ; I refer you to the old commandment, the ſame 
that was given you at the beginning; it is done 
away indeed as a covenant of works, but it ſtill re- 
| mains 
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rains the perfect tranſcript of your heaven y Fa: 


man deceive you, he that doeth righteouſneſs is 


all theſe ſcriptures mean: they ſpeak much of com 


- theſe commandments, and expreſsly term them 


believers at all ; but that if they profeſs to be ſuch, 
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ther's will, he has promiſed to write it in yout 
hearts, and if he has put it there, it will be evi- 
denced by your conduct, being in ſome meaſure 
conformable to it; and if it is not, the feaſon is, 
you have not ſeen him, neither known him; and 
all that you ſay of experiencing his grace, mercy; 
and ſalvation, is a lie; and you do not ſpeak truth, 
but are deceived. Again, faith the Apoſtle, « By 
this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God, and keep his commandments ; 
for this is the love of God, that we keep his com- 
mandments, and his commandments are not griev- 
ous, 1 John iv. 2, 3. And now I beſeech thee lady, 
not as though I wrote a new commandment unto 
thee, but that which we had from the beginning, 
that we love one another, and 7h:s is love, that we 
walk after his commandments : this is the com- 
mandment, That as ye have heard from fthe be- 
ginning, ye ſhould walk in it,” 2 John v. 6. « He 
that doeth good is of God, but he that doeth evil 
hath not ſeen God,” 3 John xi. Whoſoever 
commiteth fin, tranſgrefleth alſo the law, for ſin is 
the tranſgreſſion of the law; little children, let no 


righteous,” x John; ii. 4, 7. Now if the law 
has no exiſtence as a rule; in ſhort, if there is no 
law to a chriſtian, I wiſh to be informed whar 


mands, they preſs believers to walk according to 


old commandments ; and pofitively declare that 
whoſoever does not walk according to them, are no 


they are liars; deceiving and being deceived. 
Chriſt and his apoſtles could not ſpeak plainer 
upon the ſubject, than they have done here; there 
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is no obſcurity in their words: and if they don't 
elearly mean, and fully prove, that the moral law 
does ſtill exiſt, and ought ſtill to be conſidered as 
the rule of à believer's conduct, they really mean 
nothing at all; but they do mean this, and prove 
this; and whoever denies it, I am clearly perſuad- 
ed muſt do it againſt the conviction of his own 
conſcience and the moſt ample teſtimony of the 
book of God. If the law is fo done away, as that 
the believer, do what he will, cannot fin, becauſe 
there is no law to forbid, and by forbidding render 
the action criminal, why did the Holy Spirit dic- 
tate under the goſpel diſpenſation this ſcripture, 
i Whoſoever committeth ſin, tranſgreſſeth alſo the 
law, for fin is the tranſgreſſion of the law? This 
was written to believers, and it is a ſtrong atteſta- 
tion, that the law is not abrogated, but till re- 
maining in full force as the rule of righteouſneſs. 
* Wboſocver,”” what can be a ftranger expreſſion? 
it takes in both the believer and unbeliever, “com- 
mitteth ſin ;”* it is in the preſent tenſe, * franſgreſſeih 
the law,”* conſequently the law ſtill exiſts, or elſe 
the Apoſtle wrote nonſenſe, which none but an An- 
Ninomidn can ſuppoſe. And ye know, ſays the 
Apoſtle, “ that he was manifeſted to take away our 
ſins;' that is, to take away the love and dominion 
of fin, as well as its curſe and condemnation. * Whos 
ſoever abideth in him ſinneth not, whoſoever ſin- 
neth, hath not ſeen him, neither known him: little 
children, let no man deceive you, he that doeth 
righteouſneſs is righteous, even as he is righteous, 

e that committeth ſin is of the devil, for the 


devil finneth from the beginning: for this purpoſe 


the Son of God was manifeſted, that he my de- 
ſtroy the works of the devil, Whoſoever is born of 
God doth not commit ſin, for his ſeed remaineth 
in him, and he cannot in, eau he is born of God, 
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In this the children of God are manifeſt, and the 
children o! the devil: whoſoever doeth not righteouſ- 
neſs is not of God,” 1 John iii. 5—19. The Apoſtle 
here docs rot mean to aſſert ſinleſs perfection, as 
the Arininian vainly imagines, becauſe he himſelf 
declares in another place, that if “ we ſay we have no 
fin, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in us,“ 
1 John i. $. and an inſpired writer can never con- 
tradict bimſelf: neither does he mean that he who 
is born of God, that is, the belicver in Jeſus, can- 
not fin; becauſe there is no law for him to tin 
againſt, for he has already ſtrongly aſſerted the be- 
ing of the law.; but his meaning evidently is, that 
he who is born of God cannot abide, perſiſt, and 
continue in the habitual love and practice of iniqui- 
ty ; he cannot fin after converſion as he did before, 
E becauſe his ſeed remaineth in him;“ the divine 

rinciple, the new nature which is imparted to him 

y God the Holy Ghoſt, abides in his ſoul for ever, 
and enables him to hate fin and to carry on per- 
petual war againſt it, and m the general gives him 
victory over it. Agreeable to Gal. 5. However, 
ſays the Apoſtle, © the law ſtill remains as a rule of 
righteouſneſs, and every tranſgreſſion of it is ſin, 
and he that committeth ſin is of the devil ;”* that is, 
he who lives in the conſtant habitual love and prac- 
tiſe of iniquity ; agreeable to John viii. 44. © Ye 
are of your father the devil,, and the luſts of your 
father ye will do; but for this purpeſe the Son of 
God was. manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the 
works of the devil.” Obſerve he was not manifeſted 
to deſtroy the law as a. : ale of conduct, but to de- 
ſtroy the works of the devil; that is, fin, the tranſ- 
greſſion of the law; and that not merely as to its 
- guilt and curſe, but as to its reigning, domineer- 
ing power over the people of God. 4 


11 
In Zechariah and Elizabeth, the father and mo. 
ther of John the Baptiſt, we have a beautiful ex- 
ample of what the chriſtian is, or at leaſt ought to 
be; it is ſaid of them, They were both righteous 
before God, walking in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord blameleſs, Luke i. 6, It 
is evident they were believers in the Meſſiah, for 
they were righteous before God; that is, they were 
juſtified by the blood and righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
for none but ſuch are righteous before God, and in 
conſequence of being ſo, they walked in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blame- 
leſs. It appears they never imagined that the law 
as a rule was abrogated, they endeavourcd in all 
godly fear to frame their lives according to the 
commandments ; and doubtleſs in fo doing, they 
experienced the truth of David's obſervation, 
Great peace have they that love thy law,” Pſalm 
Exix. 165. 
If there is no law, and conſequently no fin to a 
believer, why was David's conduct with reſpect 
to Bathſheba, and Uriah. the Hittite, ſo peculiarly 
marked, fo ſtrictly ſtigmatized, ſo ſeverely puniſhed? 
his conduct in this affair, in the very nature of things, 
muſt be either vigbt or wrong, and none will dare 
to ſay it was right, becauſe it was followed by the 
moſt evident and unequivocal proofs of divine dif 
pleaſure; but if it was torong, what was it conſtituted 
it ſo? it muſt be a deviation from the rule of rigbt, 
and what can be that rule but the moral lam? which 
favs, © Thou ſhalt not kill, Thou ſhalt not commit 
ultery.” David acknowledged he had finned, 
and God was diſpleaſed with David, and laid a 
heavy rod upon him becauſe of his fin, although 
he pardoned it, and the very idea of pardan ſups 
poſes fin; no action can ſtand in netd of pardon 
that hath not the nature of ſin in it; it is evident 
| E >.  Hieretgre, 
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therefore, that the law as a rule, was in full force 
- with regard to David, though a behever, and that 
thoſe actions in which he tranſgreſſed its commands, 
had in them the nature of ſin, were very diſpleaſ- 
ing to God, and brought upon himſelf and family 
ſevere chaſtiſement, though the guilt of them was 
- waſhed away by the blood of Jeſus. 
Me ſee in David a ſtanding monument of God's 
deteſtation of ſin in his own people. David was a 
highly favoured and beloved ſon, his ſins were all 
pardoned, and his perſon accepted in the Redeemer, 

Is God did not wink at his fin, he puniſhed him 
in his ſoul, with darkneſs and ſorrow, i in his iamily 
with horrible diſſentions and diſaſters, and in his 
kingdom, with troubles and rebellion, - and even 
declared that the ſword ſhould not depart from his 
Houſe for ever. David had walked contrary to the 
law of the Lord, and “ deſpiſed his commandment,” 
2 Sam. ii. 9. Nay, he had «deſpiſed the Lord, * 
bid ver. 10. for he who deſpifeth the law, deſpiſerh 
the Lawpiver, and therefore the Lord walked con- 
trary unto him, and though he did not take his ſal- 
vation from him, he did withdraw for a time the 
.qoys of that ſalvation ; it would well become thoſe 
* breathe out ſuch language as this, 


In Chriſt I am found 

„he law is faſt bound, 
„ Down with it, down with it, 

% Even to the ground” 


— 


to Rudy the twelfth chapter of the ſecond book 
of Samuel, a little more than they have done. 
David was found in Chriſt, and the prophet de- 
clared the Lord had put away his in, conſequently 
his conduct in that affair was /n, though he was 
a bcliever, and inaſmuch as he had deſpiſed the 
commandment, and in ſo doing had deſpited God; 
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God declares he will puniſh him for it, and that not 
Fenn and in a corner, but publickly, before BY 
Jun, and in the preſence of all Iſrael. Now 

theſe deſpiſers of the commandment take heeg, leſt 
he enter into judgment with them alſo; and while 
he vindicates the honour of his injured holineſs, 
hold them up before men and angels, as laſting mo- 
numents of Fs diſpleaſure againſt ſin; for if David 
the belieyer, the man after God's own heart, could 
not eſcape ſuch a puniſhment, how ſhall they ?—— 
We find in David a moſt ſtriking example of 
evangelical repentance, and godly ſorrow upon the 
account of ſin: he was a nner, but he was no 
gntinomian; divine grace melted his heart into the 
deepeſt humiliation before God, ſo far from ſup- 
poſing contrition af ſpirit to be unneceſſary and 
unbecoming in a believer, whoſe ſin is pardoned, 
he declares, * the ſacrifices of God are a broken 
Ipirit, a broken and contrite heart,” ſays he, O 
Cod, thou wilt not deſpiſe, Pſalm li. 17. and that 
he was right in this declaration, Jehovah himſelf 
condeſcends to inform us in Iſaiah Ixvi. 2. To 
this man will I look, even to him that is poor and 
of a contrite ſpirit, and trembleih at my word. As 
many as I love I rebuke and chaſten; be zealous there- 
fore and repent: when the Lord Jeſus Chriſt looked 
upon Peter, we are told he went out and wept bit- 
terly ; he was not only ſorrowful, but very ſorrow- 
ful; it is plain then that ſorrow upon the account of 
fin; hag been the experience of the ſaints both under 
the OId and New £1 4h diſpenſations ; and I 
may venture to affirm, it ſtill is, and will continue 
to be the experience of the ſaints while they re- 
main in a militant ſtate, and earry about with them 
a body of fin and death. In the great day of God, 


when the topſtane ſhall be laid upon God's ſpiritual 
building, when his peas Ow be put in poſſeſſion 
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of the fifth grand part of their ſalvation, a ſalvation 
from the nature and 1 5 ſin, according to my 
laſt propoſition. When Chriſt her heavenly bride- 
groom ſhall preſent his redeemed bride unto him- 
elf, as a glorious church without wrinckle or ſpot, 
or blemiſh, or any ſuch —_ Eph. v. 27. then, 
forrow and ſighing ſhall be done away for ever, 
faith and repentance ſhall both ceaſe together, and 
the ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return to Zion with 
finging; everlaſting joy ſhall flow like a mighty 
ſtream in their holy boſoms, and inſpire their golden 
hatps, and triumphant ſongs, through the countleſs 
ages of a bleſſed eternity.—In that great day the anti- 
nomian ſuppoſes that the ſheep on the right hand 
of the Judge, as deſcribed in Matthew xxv. will be 
compoſed of the whole human race; and by the 
6ats on the left hand, they underſtand not the per- 
ons of men, but their ins; I was told this Is b 


an antinomian: it is aſtoniſhing that perſons 
Even of common ſenſe, can aſſert or believe ſuch an 
abſurd idea; they forget that God has declared, 
The iniquity of Iſrael ſhall be fought for, and 
there ſhall be none; and the fins of Judah, and 
they ſhall not be found, for I will pardon them 
whom I reſerve, Jer. I. 20. Now if by the goats 
we aye to underſtand not perſons, but fins, I am 
{ure the nll eye of the Judge will readily find 
them but; but the text ſays, they ſhall not be found, 
conſequently they will not be preſent; nay, it is 
added, there ſhall be none; it is plain then they can- 
not be the ſins of God's people, his pardoned ones; 
and as the antinomian includes the whole human 
race in this number, they cannot be ſins at all: 
We are told, the Bord Jeſus will reptnach thoſe 
on his left hand with neglecting to feed him, to 
cloath him, to viſit him in his pbor and afflicted 

mefnbers z hut theſe. are actions which can only be 
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performed by perſons: the goats are ſuppoſed to re- 
ly, © When,” ſay they, “ faw we thee an hungry?” 
ow fin has a voice, I acknowledge, to cry to 
God for vengeance, but I never heard it had a 
5 able to converſe with the Lord Jeſus, or eyes 


to ſee him, or hands to relieve his need; theſe are 
all perſonal things: Again, it will be ſaid to the 
goats, Depart ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, 
Prepared for the devil and his angels, where there is 
weeping and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth,” Matt. 
XIII. 12,25, 30. Theſe expreſſions can only be proper 
of men and women, neither angels or fins have eyes to 
weep or teeth to gnaſn; but the idea is fo ridiculous 
that it ſcarcely deſerves an inveftigation; the wicked 
ſhall be turned into hell, and all the nations which 
forget God,” Pſalm ix. 179. Upon the wicked he 
{hall reign ſnares, fire and brimſſone, and an horri- 
ble tempeſt, this ſhall be the portion of their cup,” 
Plalm xi. 6. And the kings of the earth, and the 
great men, and the rich men, and the chief cap- 
tains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, 
and every freeman hid themſelves in the dens, and 
in the rocks of the mountains, and ſaid to the moun- 
tains and rocks Fall on us, and hide us from the 
face of him that ſitteth upon the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb,“ Rev. vi. 15, 16. From theſe 
ſcriptures it is evident that the goats on the left 
hand, do not mean the ſins, but the real identical 
perſons of the wicked; and conſequently that the 
ſheep on the right hand cannot include all man- 
kind, as ſo great a multitude of them will be con- 
ſigned over to that horrible pit“ where the worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched,” Iſaiah IxvL 
. Mark ix. 44. i | 

Where ſuch groſsly abſurd ideas prevail in the 
minds of men, it is not to be wondered that their 
practice is equally abſurd, if by taking upon him hu- 
; | E 4 * "my 
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man nature, and becoming manifeſt in the fleſh, the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift took the whole human race into 
union with himſelf, and by virtue of this union, is be- 
come to them juſtification and ſanctification in his 
own. perſon, fo that there can be no neceſſity for any 
divine change to be wrought in them, nor any good 
orks to be done by them to glorify God uponearth, 

o that they muſt be freed from all obligation to the 
moral law, not only as à covenant of works, but alſo as 
a rule of conduct, ſo that as there can be no law, and 
conſequently can be no fin to them, they may do 
what they will without ſorrow or contrition, God 
will never be diſpleaſed with them nor chaſtiſe them, 
but take them all to Heaven at laſt, as the bride the 
lamb's wife: O what a frightful bride for ſo beau- 
tiful a Bridegroom what a monſtrous body for 
fo glorious and perfect a head—ſure there never was 
ſo unequal a match as that will be between Chriſt 
and the church; ſhe will be blind, and have no 
eyes to behold his excellencies—ſhe will be deaf, 


and have no ears to hear his voice, no affections 


capable of loving him; in ſhort, ſhe will be a cold 
lump of ſpiritual death, a very unfit companion for 
the Lord of life and glory. But bleſſed be God, 
his is not, will not be the caſe, it is a LIE forged in 
the gloomy regions of darkneſs, by ſatan the father 
of lies. The of truth deteſts ſuch an abomi- 
nable ſyſtem, and the ſcriptures of truth renounces 
it as utworthy of the Deity, and contrary to every 
divine declaration contained in the ſacred pages. 
In the grand hypoſtatic union of the two, natures, 

iyine and human, which ſubſiſts in the perſon of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we ſee human nature in the 
higheſt degree of exaltation it is capable of, raiſed 


+ 
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far above all bleſſing and praiſe, principalities and 
5 being made ie to it, Eph. i. 21. In 

| 1 d XIii. I, God the Father 
© Choſe 


as his firſt clect, 
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choſe! his people, even whom he would, by an act 
of divine ſovereignty, out of the world, John xvii. 6. 
and gave them tothe Redeemer: © Thinethey were,“ 
ſays Chriſt, © and thou gaveſt them me,“ ibid. And 
he alſo gave the Lord Chriſt to be his ſalvation 
and head over all things to them, Eph. i. 22. And 
as it “ became him for whom are all things, and 
by whom are all things,” in bringing many 
ſons unto glory, to make the captain of their 
falvation perfect through ſufferings; therefore as 
the children are partakers of fleſh and blood, he 
alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame, that 
through death he might deſtroy him that had the 
o wer of death, that is the devil; and that he might 
= a merciful and faithful High Prieſt in things 
pertaining to God, to make reconcihation for the 
ſins of the people,“ Heb. ii. 10. 14. 17. As the peo- 
ple of God could only be redeemed by a bleeding, 
dying Saviour, for “without ſhedding of blood there 
is no remiſſion,” Heb. ix. 22. it became abſo- 
lutely neceſſary that Chriſt ſhould take upon him 
human nature, that he might die, and render an 
atonement to divine juſtice. In the ſame nature, 
that had offended it, as well as that he-ſhould be 
the ſ{elf-exiſtent God, in order that an infinite merit 
and dignity ſhould be ſtampt upon every thing he 
did and ſuffered, ſo that it might be truly ſaid, “ the 
church of God is purchaſed with his own Blood,” 
Acts xx. 28. and juſtified by the righteouſneſs 
of God, Rom. iii. 22. And all this he did for his 
elect people in their nature, name and ſtead; he 
ſtood as their great head and reprelentative, and by 
impulatian, by the grandeſt act of divine ſovereign: 
that ever was diſplayed, was made fin, or a fg ol. 
tering for them, while they were made “the rightes 
ouſneſs of God in him,“ 2 Cor. v. 21. Now dall this 
was firmly ſettled and appointed to be done, in the 
| everlaſting 
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everlaſting covenant of Grace and peace, before 
any of God's elect had a being, and it was actually 
performed before millions of them exiſted, but 
it was all done to bring them into another kind 
of union with the Lord | Jeſus Chriſt, than what 
I have now been ſpeaking of; it was done in 
order that the HoLvy SeiRIT of Gop might in a 
manner conſiſtent with his holineſs and juſtice, take 
up his abode in their hearts, and unite them, every 
one of them, individually, by a divine, living, vital 
FairTH to the Lord Chriſt their living head, fo that 
they are not only bone of his bone, and fleſh of his 
fleth, Eph. v. 30. but aiſo one ſpirit with the Lord, 
1 Cor. vi. 17. © For by one ſpirit areweall baptized 
into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
bond or free, and have been all made to drink into 
one ſpirit, 1 Cor. xii. 13. For ye are all the chil- 
dren of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus. For as many 
of you as have been baptized into Chriſt, have put 
on Chriſt, Gal. iii. 26, 27. If any man have not 
the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of his, Rom. viii. . 


God the Saviour took upon him the nature of his 


people, that he might make them partakers of his 
divine nature, 2 Peter i. 4. He put on humanity 
and will walk in it for ever, and they put on Chriſt 
and walk in him, he dwelleth in them and they in 
him by faith, Gal. ii. 20. John vi. 56. * He that 
believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he 
that believeth not, ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16, 
Faith is the grand bond of union betwegn Chriſt 
and the ſouls of his people, and therefore we are 
ſaid to be © juſtified by faith, Rorn. v. i. and ſanc- 
tified by faith,” Acts xxvi. 18. Becauſe Faith gs 
a hand receives Chriſt as the juſtifying righteouſ- 
_ neſs of the ſoul, and actually receives out of his in- 
finite fulneſs, all thoſe communications of divine 
55 e grace, 
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grace, which do really and truly ſanctify the ſoul; 


that thoſe who live and die without being made 
partakers of vital faith, it is evident, never were 
united to Chriſt any other way ; for all thoſe whom 
he has taken into union with himſelf in a fœderal 
relation and union by an act of divine ſovereignty, 
in the fulneſs of time he unites to himſelf by im- 
planting in their hearts vital faith, as a divine, abi, 
ding, holy principle, by which they are cut off from 
their old ſtock, and are ingrafted into the new, the 
living vine, Chriſt Jeſus, and in him they abide 
for ever, as living branches of a living vine, from 
whom they derive all their ſap and verdure, livi 
members of a-living head ; and on this grand union 
with the Lord Chriſt, does all ſanctification and 
communion and walking with God depend. It is 
God the Holy Ghoſt, who alone can create this faith 
in the ſoul of a ſinner; it is called his operation 
his work, John vi. 29.—his gift. For as it is 
impoſſible for a dead man to give himſelf a natural 
life, ſo it is equally impoſlible for a dead ſinner, 
that is, a man dead in ſins, to give himſelf ſpiritual 
life, that is, divine faith; it is the omnipotent power 
of the ſpirit of God that forms it in the ſoul, and 
that uſually by the grand mean of the word of God ; 
* Sanctify them through thy truth,“ ſays the Saviour, 
« Thy word is truth,“ John xvii. 7.“ Faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word, Rom. x. 17, 
he word of God is the ſword of the Spirit, Eph, 
vi. 17. And when the Holy Ghoſt takes this no- 
ble. ſword into his almighty hand, he makes it quick 
and powerful, (cutting down all oppoſition) and 
fully efficacious to the conviction, converſion, ſanc- 
tification, and conſolation of his people. But if it 
is not applied to the heart by the Spirit of God, if 
it were poſſible to read it to eternity, it would 1 
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fit nothing. The ſword of Scanderbeg the Great, 
did wonders, but it was only when exerciſed by 
the mighty arm of Scanderbeg. But the Holy Spirit 
does apply it to the hearts of all the members of 
Chriſt's myſtical body, and by it regenerates them, 
And thereſure,“ ſays Paul, b I am not aſhamed 
of the goſpel of Chriſt, for it is the power of God 
unto ſalvation, to every one that believeth, for there- 
in is the righteouſneſs af God revealed, from faith 
to faith,“ i. 16, 17. The promiſes of God are 
all yea and amen in Chriſt Jeſus, they were given 
to the intent that the heirs of promiſe might be 
i made partakers of the divine nature,“ 2 Peter i. 4. 
Faith credits them, pleads them, claims them, re- 
ceives the fulfilment of them, with rich ſupplies 
of divine grace, whereby the King's daughter is 
made all glorious within, as well as being Cloathed 
upon with a garment of fine needle-work and 
' wrought gold; upon this account the words of her 
Immanuel are precious to her, ſweeter than honey, 
or the honey comb ſhe knows his voice; and will 
flee from that of a ſtranger—ſhe cannot deſpiſe his 
ordinances, but delights to wait upon him in them, 
becauſe they are of his own appointment; and he 
has promiſed to meet and bleſs her in them, and 
therefore the delights to wait upon him in his own 
way, with an humble hope to enjoy his 3 
to catch a glimpſe of his beautiful countenance, a 
ray of his excellent glory, though it be but a diſ- 
tant view, through the lattace, or as the Apoſtle 
gxprefles it, © Through a glaſs darkly, and that in 
order that ſne may bot « changed into Nis holy image, 
from glory to glory, even as by the ſpirit of the 
Lord, ” 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

This is the experience and practice of the church 
* Chriſt, why in her . Kate, the * 
xt er 
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her king are written upon her heart, Jer. xxxi, 44; 


and are the rule of her conduct; her deviations from 
them are always, ſooner or later, attended with chaſ- 
tiſement, ſorrow, and deep humiliation of ſpirit: 
but when the great day of God appears, when the 
marriage of the Lamb ſhall be publickly celebrated, 
« He will preſent her to himſelf a glorious church, 
without ſnot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing, holy 
and without blemiſh,” Eph. v. 27. waſhed in his 
blood, cloathed in his righteouſneſs, and perfectly 
ſanctified by his Spirit: then, but not till then, ſhe 
ſhall be ſaved from the very nature and being of 
{in : then all her dark days and Sloamy nights will 
be over, ſhe ſhall bid adieu to ſorrow and ſighing, 
and ſhall enter inta the joy of her Lord in a ſtate of 
the moſt ſublime perfection; a beautiful, glorious 
bride, every way ſuitable for ſo infinitely beautiful 
and gloriqus a bridegroom ; and while ſhe will be 
the wonder of angels, the will be the delight, the 
glory and crown vt rejoicing of him who is the Lord 
of angels and the king of ſaints, who loved het, 
and waſhed her from her ſins in his own blood, whe 
will then preſent her to his God and her God, to his 
Father and her Father; in whoſe preſence ſhe ſhall 
find the fulneſs of joy, and at whole right hand ſhe 
ſhall experience pleaſures for evermore ; while ſhe 
caſts her bright crown, the reward of his labours, 
at his feet, and aſcribes ſalvation, in all its parts, to 
God and: the Lamb for ever. The Spirit and 
the bride ſay come, even ſo come Lord Jeſus.” 

Before I conclude, I muſt beg leave to drop a few 
words by way of improvement upon the foregoing 
obſervations, as this little tract may probably fall 
into the hands of various kinds of readers; there are 
many of the children of Zion, who are liſted under 
the banner of king Jeſus, and are fighting the bars 
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tles of the Lord of hoſts, againſt fin and ſatan, who 
find ſo much oppoſition, their ſpiritual enemies ſo 
ſtrong and numerous, and their own weakneſs ind 
Inſufficiency ſo great, that they are apt to be dif. 
couraged, their hands hang down, and their knees 
wax feeble, they are overwhelmed with diſtreſs, 
and ſometimes conclude that they have no fight to 
rejoice in the liberty of the goſpel, that they are 
not the Lord's free men, but ſtill ſlaves to fin and 
ſatan, ſtill under the reigning power of ſin, and 
conſequently not partakers of Chriſt's ſalvation: 
Now leſt any of theſe, whole hearts the Lord would 
not have made fad, ſhould be made ſad, by any 
thing contained in this treatiſe, I would wiſh to ob- 
ſerve, that wherever ſin is hated, not only in its 
conſequences and puniſhment, but in its nature 
and practice—where it is ſtruggled with, fought 
ann, prayed againſt, 2 and groan= 
d under, it has no dominion, theſe things are quite 
gy mn with the reigning love and power of 
ſin. It may fight hard, it may = deſperately, it 
may for a time play the tyrant, but during this 
time, the ſoul, though a captrue, is not a /{ave, 
The tyrant is deteſted, and the ſoul wants: nothing 
but power to throw off the iron yoke, it is evident 
ſuch an one has been taught by Chriſt the great 
- Prophet a good degree of ſelf-knowledge, the un- 
derſtanding is enlightened to ſee the exceeding ſin- 
fulneſs of ſin, and the ſpirituality of the law of 
God, and therefore the man cries out with Paul, 
« ] am carnal, fold under ſin,” Rom. vii. 14. and 

with Job, «I am vile,” Job xl. 4. It is alſo evident 
his will is renewed, and his affections in part ſancti- 
fied ; „ for the evil that he does he allowes not,” 
Ibid 15. nay he hates it, and could he be delivered 
from the very being of ſin, and from the poſſibility 
hp ot 


4 


nn 
of ſinning, it would be the triumph of his heart and 
the joy of his ſoul. If this is the habitual frame of 
thy mind, gentle reader, thou art one of thoſe hap- 
py ones to whom the promiſe declares, « Sin ſhall 


not have dominion over you, for ye are not under 


the law, but under grace,”” Rom. vi. 14. Thou art 
not under the law, for Chriſt hath redeemed thee 
from it, it is dead to thee as a covenant of works, 
and thou art dead to it, that thou mayeſt be mar- 
ried to another huſband, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who hath © betrothed thee to himſelf in righteouſ- 
neſs, in judgment, lovingkindneſs and mercies,” 
Hoſea ii. 19. and he is the God of GRACE, he giv- 
eth grace and glory, the Father hath bleſſed thee 
with all ſpiritual bleſſings in him, Eph. i. 3. and 
out of his infinite tuinels he will communicate to 
thee, from i me to time, freſh ſupplies of his quick- 
ening, lanctifying, comfort:ng Spirit, to deliver 
thee from the dormmnion ol fin, to carry on the work 
of holinels in thee, and enable thee upon the whole, 
to adorn his goſpel in thy life and converſation, if 
ſin ſtruggles hard againſt thee, be not caſt down 
above meaſure, do not give way to unbelief; godly 
ſorrow becomes thee, but doubt and deſpondency 
is diſtoncurable to thy Maſter, and will be very 

rievous to thee; nothing is ſo great an enemy to 

eart-Holineſs, as unbeliet, ſatan hates it, but he 
cannot rob us of it ; but unbelief robs us of it, or 
rather prevents our receiving it; faith works it in 
the foul. Wouldeſt thou obtain victory over ſin? 
never attempt to combat it in thine own ſtrength, 
as often as you do, you will be foiled, but remem- 
ber the promiſe ; “ Sin ſhall not have dominion 
over you.“ Remember the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
reigns king in Sion, all power is in his hand, he is 
able to fulfil it, he is willing to fulfil it, * 
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he would not have made it; belies; he is glorified 
in fulſilling it: * This is the will of God even your 
ſanctification, i Theſ. iv. 3;  * Herein is my Fa- 
ther glorified; that ye bear much fruit,“ John xv. 8; 
Then fall at his feet, and plead his promiſe, he has 
commanded. thee to do fo; Put me in reniem- 
brance, ſays the great king of ſaints,” Iſa. xliv. 26. 
Caſt thy ſoul upon the promiſe; truſt it; truſt thy 
living Head to fulfil it; act faith upon his faithful- 
neſs, « = faithful is he who hath promiſed,” Heb: 
xi. 11. Againſt hope believe in A as Abraham 
8 and 20 {hall find that he who was Abraham's 
and. is your God, {till abideth faithful: he 
wal firerch out his almighty arm in your defence, 
and bruiſe ſin and ſatan under your feet: wait upon 
him in faith and prayer till he does do it if he 
delays, it is onhy to convince you that you cannot 
ſave yourſelf, and to make his ſalvation more pre- 
cious to you, but appear for you in due time he 
will, and ſay unto you, Fear not, thou worm 
Jacob, and ye men of Iſrael, 1 will help thee, ſaith 
the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the holy one of Iſrael ; 
behold I will make thee a new ſharp threſhing in- 
ſtrument having teeth, thou ſhalt threſh the moun- 
tains, and beat them ſmall, and ſhalt make the bills 
— chaff; thou ſhalt fan them, and the wind ſhall 
carry them away, and the whirlwind ſhall ſcatter 
2 ; and thou ſhalt rejoice in the Lord, and ſhalt 
ory in the Holy One of Iſrael, Ia. xli. 14, 15, 16. 
8 for faith to truſt the promiſe and the promiſe- 
keeping God; had we more faith we ſhould have 
more holineſs,” we are not ſtraitened in him, but we 

are ſtraitened in our own bowels, 

Should theſe pages fall into the hands of a pro- 
feſſor of religion who can hear of Chriſt, and talk 
much about n. the riches of his grace, and the 

wonders 
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wonders of his ſalvation; and yet is cateleſs'and in- 
different whether he, as an individual, is made 
partaker of the riches. of that grace, and the won- 
ders of that ſalvation, by: the power of the Spirit of 
God; who can live looſely, and allow himſelf in 
ſinful diſpoſitions and ſinful practices, under the 
idea that there is no law, and conſequently no ſin to 
a believer. I cannot addreſs ſuch a one better than 
in the words of the great apoſtle of the Gentiles x 
& What then, ſhall we fin becauſe we are not under 
the law but under grace? God forbid, know ye not 
that to whom ye yield: yourſelves ſervants to obey; 
his ſervants ye are to whom ye obey, whether of ſin 
unto death, or of obedience unto righteouſneſs,” 
Rom. vi. 15, 16. As thaugh: the apoſtle had ſaid, 
What! ſhall we trample the law of God under oun 
feet, hecauſe we are delivered: from it as a covenant. 
of works? God forbid. What! know ye not, there 
is ſuch a thing as Six-ſtill, and if ye obey ſin, ſin 
is your maſter, and not Chriſt, for his ſervant ye are 
to whom ye obey ? and if ye ſerve fin; remember 
his wages is death. But every one who is made 
free from ſin, (as to its guilt and curſe) becomes the 
ſervant of God, hath his fruit unto holineſs, and the 
end ſhall be everlaſting life, 1bid 21. * Verily, 
verily,”! ſays the Son of God himſelt, 7; I fay unto» 
you; whoſoever: committeth ſin,“ that is, habitually: 
continues in the loye and practice of it, © is the 
_ ſervant of ſin,” John viii. 34. © For this ye know, 
no whoremonger, nor unclean perſon, noricovetous 
man who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Chriſt, and of God. Let no man de- 
ceive you with vain words: for becauſe of theſe 
things cometh the wrath af God upon the children 
of drfobedience,”* Eph. v. 5, 6. Be not deceived, 


G foul, whoever thou art, it Chri is thy walter he 
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will be feared, if he is thy Lord, he will be honour- 


ed; bur as it is impoſſible to ſerve both God and 
mammon, ſo it is impoſſible to ſerve both Chriſt 
and ſin. He hath, ſaid, No man can ſerve two 
maſters, Matt. vi. 24. and theſe are ſo contrary 
the one to the other, that it muſt be utterly impoſ- 
fible to yield obedience to both. Chuſe therefore 
for thyſelf whom thou wilt ſerve ;—if ſin, follow it 
with all thy might, but lay aſide thy profeſſion of 
religion, never talk about 1m Chrift and ſalvation 
by him: but if thou chooſeſt Chriſt for thy maſter, 

follow him with all thy heart in the way of regenera- 
tion, the way of holineſs, © laying apart all filthineſs 
and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, receive with meck- 
neſs the ingrafted word, which is able to ſave your 
fouls ; but be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving your ownſelves,” James i. 21, 22. 
« Be not deceived, God is not mocked, for whatſo- 
ever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap ; for he 
that ſoweth to his fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap cor- 
ruption, but he that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of 
the Spirit” reap lite everlaſting,” Gal. vi. 7, 8. 
If ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die; but if ye 
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye ſhall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit 
ot God, they are the ſons of God,” Rom. viii. 13, 
T4. © And let every one that nameth the name of 


_ Chriſt, depart from iniquity,” 2 Tim. ii. 19. If 
_ Chriſt is thy Saviour, as thou ſayeſt, he is a holy 


Saviour, Luke i. 35. he faves from the reigning 
power of fin; if thou art called with the heavenly 
calling, it is an holy calling, 2 Tim. i. 9. If thou 


haſt the faith of God's elect, it is an boly faith, Jude 


XX. If thou art a chriſtian indeed, thou art one 
amongſt many holy brethren, Heb. iii. 1. And 
conſequently holineſs muſt be implanted in thine 
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heart, and be the 2 of thy life: if this is not 
in ſome meaſure the caſe, all thy pretenſions to an 
intereſt in Chriſt, all thy boaſtings of faith and ex- 
perience are vain: for know, O vain man, who- 
| ever Chriſt has wrougnt ſalvation for, he works ſal- 
vation in; -Chriſt not only lives in Heaven to in- 
tercede for them, but he is alſo Chriſt inthem,”” the 
hope of glory, Col. i. 27. © Therefore,“ ſays. Paul 
to ſome, my little children, of whom I travail in 


birth again until Chriſt be formed in you,” Gal. 


iv. 19. Say not therefore all is well, Chriſt hasdied, 

and I ſhall have peace and Heaven, though I in- 
dulge myſelf in fin, and my heart is unrenewed ; it 
is an awful deluſion, © Except a man be born again, 
(for himſelf, and in his own perſon) he cannot ſee 
the kingdom of God,” John iii. 3. but muſt die in 
his ſins; and wherej Chriſt is, that ſinner cannot 


come: This is a truth as laſting as eternity, and as un- 


ſhaken as the throne of God. 


Tremble, then, O ſinner, whoever thou art, who 
under the profeſſion of the goſpel, art making a 


mock of fin, turning the glorious doctrines of grace 


into licentiouſneſs, flighting and ſcoffing at heart- 
holineſs, and treading the commandments of God 


under your feet; tremble, left the God you affront, 


the holy Jeſus, whoſe name you profane, ſhould 
awaken his wrath, ſhould take his glittering ſword 


into his hand, and in his hot diſpleaſure, hold you 


up as public monuments of his hatred to fin; he has 
dealt fo with ſome,' and even with ſome who did 


not come within your deſcription, ſome who yere. 


rea] diſciples, but awful backſliders: He did ſo 

with David, and ſome we have reaſon to think, in 

our days; and if he ſpare not theſe, O think in 

time, and tremble, leſt he ſpare not you. 

I think I cannot conclude this addreſs better, than 

in the words of an * Apoſtle, Simon Peter, 
: | 2 4 
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that your God and Saviour may be glorified, and 
the ignorance of fooliſh men put to < Fi 
nally, brethren, whatſoever things are true, hat- 
ſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, 
whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things are 
lovely, whatſoever thing are of good report; if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praiſe, think on 
theſe things, and the God of peace ſhall be with 
you,” Phil, iv. 8. 


So let our lips anfl lives expreſs 
The holy bs wb we profeſs: 

So let our works and yirtues ſhine, 
To prove the doctrine all divine. 


Thus ſhall we beſt proclaim abroad, 
Ibe henout of our Saviour God; 
the ſalvation reigns within, 


And grace ſubdues the pow't of fins | 
Da. Warts 
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